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Alila Hinu Bay seamlessly blends tranquility with adventure, relaxation
with discovery. Discover authentic expressions, captivating vistas, and
immersive experiences at this enchanting destination.

Tel +968 2337 3300
hinubay@alilahotels.com

© f @alilahinubay

. JABAL AKHDAR
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A WORLD ABOVE THE
MOUNTAINS

Elevated at 2000 meters, Alila Jabal Akhdar offers awe-inspiring mountain
vistas. Combining tradition with sophistication, enjoy thrilling Via Ferrata,
enchanting stargazing, and a variety of unique experiences.

Tel +968 2534 4200
jabalakhdar@alilahotels.com

© f @alilajabalakhdar
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Welcome to the Third Edition of the
+968 Oman Tourism Directory

As Oman continues its journey towards becoming a premier tourism
destination by 2040, the importance of showcasing our nation’s diverse
attractions and services has never been greater. In alignment with
Oman’s Vision 2040, the tourism sector remains a critical component of
our economic diversification strategy, emphasizing sustainable growth
and development across all regions.

Our commitment to enhancing the visitor experience and promoting
Omani hospitality is reflected in the third edition of the +968
Oman Tourism Directory. This updated directory aims to serve as
a comprehensive resource for tourists and local businesses alike,
offering detailed contact information for a wide range of tourism-
related services. From luxurious hotels and specialized tour operators
to renowned restaurants, this directory is designed to connect travellers
with the very best that Oman has to offer.

We invite local businesses to leverage this platform to showcase
their offerings and engage with a broader audience of domestic and
international tourists. Together, let us continue to build Oman’s
reputation as a world-class tourism destination, celebrating our rich
cultural heritage and natural beauty.

Thank you for joining us on this exciting journey.

Welcome to Oman, where adventure awaits!



+968 - Oman Tourism Directory
Content & How to Use

+968: Oman Tourism Directory has been broadly divided into there parts, Explore Oman,
The Business Information Section, and the Essential Information Section.

“Explore Oman”, this Section is designed to give you the glimpse of Oman and its
geographic and demographic makeup, its code of conduct and common Arabic phrases, the
best activities to pursue, and places to visit and sightseeing, etc.

The Business Information Section, This section is arranged by Governorate and
under each Governorate the businesses are listed as per the category. (Accommodation,
Restaurants, and Tour Operators)

The Essential Information Section is subcategorized into the essential information’s any
tourist will be looking for.

HOW TO FIND THE REQUIRED INFORMATION?

Go to the respective
page number,
To locate the Identify it in the e L Ser,zl“’e/
service/activity you Category Index activity providers

- Pase will be catalogued
are interested In ge. alphabetically with

their respective
information.

Each listing includes the Name of the service/activity provider, Timing, Location
(QR Code) , and Telephone Number.

® The Timings are in the Gulf Standard Time +4 Hours GMT, 12 hour-clock format), and
can be subject to change.

e Location indicates only the main area where the service/activity provider is situated.
To get the actual location, you can scan the QR code to find the location on the Google
map.

e All Telephone Numbers should be preceded by +968 in the case of a call being placed
from abroad..

MO

STAY IN THE MOMENT ™

Immerse in an inspiring stay at JW Marriott Hotel Muscat, where you can unwind, relax, and enjoy enriching

experiences. Spread your wings to explore 304 spacious rooms and suites, sophisticated resort facilities,

five carefully curated dining outlets, spacious meetings and event spaces. Unwind at Spa by JW while the
little ones delight in Family by JW experiences.

Sustainable Wedding Venue - EWPC APEX Awards 2025
Best Business Hotel in Oman - Business Traveller Awards 2025
Luxury Urban Resort in the Middle East - World Luxury Awards 2024
Leading Culinary Hotel in the Middle East - Haute Grandeur Hotel Awards 2025

Scan to discover more K

For more information and for reservations, JW M A F\) R | OT T

visit www.jwmarriottmuscat.com
or call +968 2492 0000 MUSCAT




GENERAL INFORMATION’S
Explore Oman
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Visa Procedures to visit Sultanate of Oman....
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Driving in Oman..
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Pharmacies (24 Hours Service
Embassies & Consulates

THE GOVERNORATE OF MUSCAT

Muscat - Sightseeing
Accommodations - Hotels.

Lounge..
Tour Operators.
Shopping Mall..

THE GOVERNORATE OF DHOFAR
Dhofar - Sightseeing
Accommodations - Hotels.
Restaurants, Café, Lounge& Ni
Tour Operators

INDEX

THE GOVERNORATE OF 1 87
MUSANDAM
Musandam - Sightseeing......................... 188
Accommodations - Hotels............c..cccc..... 189
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Tour Operators...

THE GOVERNORATE OF NORTH & 4| 95
SOUTH AL BATINAH
North & South Al Batinah - Sightseeing..... 196
Accommodations - Hotels. ... 198
Restaurants & Cafe ...204
Tour Operators ...207
Shopping Mall. ...207

THE GOVERNORATE OF
AL DAKHILIYAH
Al Dakhiliyah - Sightseeing
Accommodations - Hotels...
Restaurants, Café & Lounge...
Tour Operators

THE GOVERNORATE OF
AL DHAHIRAH

Al Dhahirah - Sightseeing
Accommodations - Hotels
Tour Operators

THE GOVERNORATE OF NORTH 247
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North & South Al Shargiyah - Sightseeing....248
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www.oldnizwatours.com

Ol Tleperer Yowes

Explore Oman and its hidden gems with the
leading tour operator, Old Nizwa Tours. Contact
us to enjoy authentic Omani hospitality.

For groups, please
arrange in advance

OLD NIZWA TOURS

Discover Nizwa like never
before with Classic Car Tours.

Phone: +968 95122132 / +968 95201161 ) oldnizwa_ tours
Email: younis @oldnizwatours.com & OldNizwaTours
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Geography
The Sultanate of Oman is a land of scenic
plains, wadis, mountains, pristine beaches
and golden deserts that occupies a strategic
location in the Gulf, and extends from the
Musandam in the North, to the lush greenery
of Dhofar in the South. Situated in the South-
East of the Arabian Peninsula, Oman boasts
of a coastline that runs from the Arabian Sea
to the entrance of the Indian Ocean where it
overlooks the Strait of Hormuz. Oman shares
its borders with the Republic of Yemen, the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, and the United
Arab Emirates.

Climate

The climate of Muscat is predominantly hot
with long, arid summers and warm winters,
while the Dhofar region enjoys mild weather
all year round. The ideal time to visit Oman is
between October and April when temperatures
range from 25°C to 35°C during the day, to
17°C to 19°C in the evenings.

Code of Conduct

The Sultanate of Oman is an Islamic country
and a certain dress code should be observed
with sensitivity. Men should wear long
trousers and shirts in public places, while
women should have their shoulders and knees
covered. Loose cotton garments are ideal
throughout the year, although a light jacket/
sweater or a shawl may be needed for cooler
evenings. Tourist photography is allowed
in all places, however taking pictures of the
local people without their permission is not
permitted.

FACTS & FIGURES

\

His Majesty Sultan Haitham

Head of State bin Tariq

Government Sultanate of Oman
(Monarchy)

Capital City | Muscat

Area 309,500 sq. kms.

Coastline 3,165 kilometers
The population of the
Sultanate of Oman 5.268

Population million -2024
Muscat: The National Centre for
Statistics and Information (NCSI)
Omani Rial (denoted as

Curren OMR or RO)

utrency 1 Rial = 1000 Baizas /

2.60 USD

International
+

Dialing Code 968

. Gulf Standard Time (GST) +

Time Zone 4 Hrs. GMT

Language Arabic, English

Religion Islam

Weekends Friday and Saturday

v

EMERGENCY NO: 9999
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MUSCAT INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
The main gate way to Oman , Muscat International Airport ulo Gy
services the capital of Oman, Muscat and connects to all the Oman Airports

VISA PROCEDURES TO VISIT
SULTANATE OF OMAN

TOURIST VISA:

ENTRY CONDITIONS DIFFER BETWEEN
COUNTRIES:

Documentation and entry conditions differ between
countries. While in most cases a Tourist Visa can
be procured on arrival, obtaining the appropriate
Visa prior to traveling is highly recommended. To
apply for an e-visa and for more information on
the different types of visas available and countries
permitted to purchase a visa on arrival, please visit
the Royal Oman Police website.

COUNTRIES COME UNDER VISA EXEMPTION:

In line with national efforts to promote and ease
services for tourists visiting Oman, nationals of 103
countries and regions are exempt from entry visas
for stays up to 14 days.

* The exemption is subject to certain requirements
including a prior and confirmed hotel booking,
health insurance, and a return ticket.

The countries and regions whose nationals
are exempt from entry visas to the Sultanate
for a period of 14 days, subject to certain
requirements, are listed below.

The list of countries can be
found at the following link:
www.rop.gov.om/english/
countrylist1.html

PROCEDURES FOR OTHER COUNTRIES:

A visa shall be granted to persons wishing to enter
the Sultanate for the purpose of tourism. The visa
shall allow them to reside in the Sultanate for a
period not exceeding one month, which may be
extended for a similar period. A local sponsor is
required and under his responsibility (one of the
local tourism companies or a hotel in the Sultanate
that has a tourist license) and it is issued by the
Directorate General of Passport & Residence or
one of its branches in Headquarters (HQ) and
General Directorates in the various governorates
of the Sultanate.

Visa price: 20 OMR.

Further information about the visa E : E
or submitting an application can

be found at the following website:
www.evisa.rop.gov.om/en/home

other regional airports.

Phone : 24351234

City : Bawshar Governorate : Muscat
Email  : feedback@omanairports.com
Website : www.muscatairport.co.om

O 9 ® @omanairports [E]ri

Location

SALALAH AIRPORT

Salalah International Airport is the Sultanate of Oman’s
secondary international airport.

Phone : 24351234

City : Salalah Governorate: Dhofar
Email  : feedback@omanairports.com
: www.salalahairport.co.om

@ O Q @omanairports

SOHAR AIRPORT

Sohar Airport, approximately 10km northwest of Sohar,
functions as a new gateway for passenger, cargo and courier
traffic in northern Oman, and a domestic and emergency
alternative to Muscat International Airport.

Phone : 24351234

{ City : Sohar Governorate : North & South Al Batinah

Email : feedback@omanairports.com
Website : www.suharairport.co.om/en

AR
o) NS

0O 9 @omanairports Location

AL DUQUM AIRPORT

Dugm Airport is an airport serving the Arabian Sea port
of Dugm in the Al Wusta Region of Oman.

Phone : 24351234

City : Al Duqum Governorate: Al Wusta
Email  : feedback@omanairports.com
Website : www.dugmairport.co.om

] i

© © @ @omanairports
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DRIVING IN OMAN

DRIVING IN OMAN
WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW
Vehicles drive on the right hand

side of the road in Oman and have
Steering on the left.

DRINKING AND

DRIVING

USING MOBILE PHONES There is zero

WHILE DRIVING

Using a phone while after consuming
driving is not allowed alcohol
by law ’

tolerance of driving

MUST HAVE
DOCUMENTS
the vehicle registration
document, insurance
card, Diving licence,
international driving licence
for the tourist and proof of
identification.
MINIMUM
DRIVING AGE

You have to be at least 18 to
be able to drive in Oman if
driving a locally registered
car. If you’re renting a car,

the minimum age is 21
INSURANCE

A minimum of third party
insurance is compulsory
in Oman and the insurance
° must be issued by an Omani
company.

SEAT BELT LAWS
By law, everyone in the
vehicle must be properly
secured with a seat belt.

INTERNATIONAL
DRIVING LICENSE

Oman Automobile Association is the authorised body
to issues International Driving License in Oman. For
more information on the requirements and process.

Please visit: www.omanauto.org

908
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USEFUL ARABIC PHRA

English Phrases

Arabic Phrases

Hil

Salam! e

Good morning!

Sabah al khair ,.3 zLew

Good evening!

Masaa al khair .3 sluo

Welcome! (to greet someone)

Marhaban Lo

How are you?

Kaif Halek scUls cars

I'm fine, thanks!

Ana bekhair, shukran! 1< ,su G

Thank you (very much)!

Shukran (jazeelan) (suj-) 1<

You're welcome! (for “thank you”)

Alafw gieli

Hey! Friend!

Ahlan sadigi/ sadigati! (female) s/ ai0m Mal!

What's new?

Maljadeed? ssadlo

Good night!

Tosbeh ‘ala khair/ ,.s ,Le pooaas /paas

See you later!

Araka/ Araki (female) fima ba'd ssilo o o)

Good bye!

Ma’a salama  aoudf go

Asking for Help and Directions

I’'m lost

Ada'tu tareeqi ! iyl oo

Can | help you?

Hal baemkani mosa’adatuk? setiaclue <ol fo

Can you help me?

Hal baemkanek mosa’adati? s sacluo clilSaly fo

Where is the (bathroom/ pharmacy)?

Ayna ajedu (al merhaad/ assaidaliah)
St by tl) as ol

I’'m looking for john.

Abhatu ‘an John e e e

One moment please!

Lahda men fadlek/ fadleki (female) ctics po atas

Hold on please! (phone)

ibga/ ibgay (female) ala al khat raja’an isle, ki Le i /4

How much is this?

Kam thamanoh? (th as in bath) saies s

Excuse me ...! (to ask for something)

Men fathlek/ fathleki (female) (th as in that) cess o

Excuse me! ( to pass by)

Al Mazerah &,ists

Come with me!

Ta'ala/ ta’alay (female) ma'ee! =0 JLes

Do you speak (English/ Arabic)?

Hal tatakallamu alenjleziah/ alarabiah?
Sayall duld¥) LS Jo

Just a little.

Qaleelan! s

What'’s your name?

Ma esmouk? Ma esmouki? Sclow! Lo

My name is ...

Esmee... o

Mr.../ Mrs..../ Miss...

Assayed.../ Assayeda.../ Al anesah ... iuws¥l faaadl/ ool

Nice to meet you!

Tasharaft/ (f) bema'refatek clisyee oo, i

Where are you from?

Men ayna anta/ anti (female)? sesi oi o
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Oman is one of the safest and most relaxing
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; Please observe the following guidelines
and have a safe and enjoyable visit.:
Ensure your guide has valid tour

guide license issued by the Ministry
of Heritage & Tourism.

—rTE

countries in the world to visit.

The following suggestions are intended to help you make the most of your
visit to the Sultanate and understand the country’s culture, customs and laws.

@ Dressing conservatively

is appreciated. Clothing
that covers knees and
shoulders are required for
men and women.

Basic rules of courtesy
impose on people to
respect Oman’s calm and
tranquility. Keep noise to
minimum.

Ask for permission before
photographing people or
entering private premises
asitis considered intrusive
and inappropriate.

Help keep Oman litter-
free. Make sure litter
goes in its designated
locations.

Ensure your guide has
valid tour guide license
issued by the Ministry of
Tourism.

Village Visits: Practices
that threaten wildlife and
biodiversity are  strictly
prohibited. Picking fruits and
vegetables is considered
inappropriate.

Keep in mind it is a source
of income for villagers.

Do not contaminate any
water source. Villagers
depend on traditional
water systems for drinking
and agriculture.

Keep to designated paths
when exploring Vvillages
and surrounding areas.

Make sure you park your
vehicle in the designated
areas to ensure villagers
are not inconvenienced.

Always camp on high
ground. Avoid valleys
which are susceptible to
flash floods.

@ Desert Safari: Vehicles

=

must be equipped with
GPS trackers and safety
equipment. It is advised to
travel only with a qualified
tour guide and in groups
with more than one
vehicle.

ie=2

Off Road Travel: Use only
4WD vehicles for off-road
travel. Avoid travelling off-
road alone, and ensure
you carry spare tyres and
plentiful supplies of food,
water and fuel. Notify
others of your plans and
expected time of return.

Cruising: Use only
licensed tourism boats to
ensure compliance with
safety requirements. Each
passenger should be
equipped with a top quality
life vest.

Trekking: Be aware of the
length and difficulty of
a trail before setting off.
Ensure you have sturdy
shoes and adequate
supplies of food and water.
Please do not trek alone.

Keep away from valleys
and beaches prone to
flash flooding as they
might endanger  your
safety.

“9O8
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TOUR GUIDES

Welcome to Oman — a land of timeless beauty, rich culture, and warm hospitality.
Whether you're drawn to the majestic mountains, golden deserts, pristine beaches,
or centuries-old forts, Oman offers something for every kind of traveler. To truly
experience the Sultanate, its hidden treasures, seasonal wonders, and remote
adventure sports, having a licensed local tour guide by your side makes all the

difference.

Our local guides speak multiple languages and are passionate about sharing Omani
culture, heritage, and history. They are trained and certified by the Ministry of Heritage
and Tourism, ensuring high standards of professionalism, knowledge, and safety.
(especially for adventure tourism

To find a licensed tour guide who suits your needs, ask your tour operators, tourism
adventure operators to recommend a tour guide suited for your special needs.

The list of licensed tour guides h H.ﬁ_ﬂ

for reference

[=]¢
:

Thank you for choosing Oman as your destination. We look forward to making your

journey unforgettable.

Please note

e Tourist guides are not authorized to coordinate any
tourist itinerary or tour individually. They can practice the
profession of tour guide only through licensed companies
(Tour operators, Tourism Adventure operators).

If you have any inquiries, please contact us through the
designated channels mentioned in +968-Oman Tourism
directory or submit your requests via the National Platform J ’.
for Suggestions, Complaints, and Reports (Tajawab). OMAN "

EMERGENCIES
In case of illness, accident or other emergency, the following
information may be useful.

Experien
perience g

To call an ambulance in Oman you should dial 9999.




OFF-ROAD DRIVING

The most popular 4x4 routes in Oman are the
breathtaking gorge traverses of the Jabal al Akhdar
Mountains, such as Wadi Bani Awf, which links
Rustaq and AlHamra. The access to Snake Canyon
for some optional canyoning adventures is provided
by the road, which periodically gets very steep.
Many local travel operators may arrange day outings
and overnight excursions to the desert and on off-
road terrain.

Experience .. '
L

¢
gloc \' 'q
OMAN <, 0"

DUNE BASHING

Experience the heart-pounding rush of dune bashing,
an exhilarating twist on off-roading that’s a favorite
among thrill-seekers in Oman. Set amidst the vast
Wahiba Sands of the Al Sharqiyah desert, this
adrenaline-fueled adventure is best enjoyed from the
safety and comfort of a rugged 4x4 SUV, navigated
by an expert guide through the ever-shifting sands
of the dunes. A must-do for first-time visitors to the
Sultanate, dune bashing tours are readily available
through various tour operators, offering enticing
packages at competitive rates.

“968
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SWIMMING IN THE NATURAL POOL

Head to the eastern part of the country, where a
perennially flowing river valley offers Oman’s finest
swimming spots. Just south of Mintrib, a narrow
road veers off the main highway, winding through
mountains before revealing the stunning Wadi Bani
Khalid. Here, amidst lush mountain panoramas and
quaint settlements, you’ll find some of Oman’s most
picturesque landscapes. Don’t miss the opportunity
to take a dip in the crystal-clear waters of the nearby
natural pools for a refreshing experience.

WATER SPORTS

With its expansive coastline along the Gulf of
Oman and the Arabian Sea, Oman offers excellent
opportunities for water sports enthusiasts. Popular
activities include windsurfing, kitesurfing,
wakeboarding, water skiing, and jet skiing, thanks
to the consistent breezes. Azaiba Beach, close to
Muscat, is renowned for its kitesurfing scene, with
Kitesurfing Lessons providing comprehensive
beginner classes lasting eight hours. Al Sawadi
Beach Resort, located further west along the coast,
offers hourly jet ski rentals for thrill-seekers. For
those interested in kiteboarding, nearby Kiteboarding
Oman offers equipment rentals and instruction
suitable for all skill levels.

ADVENTURE ACTIVITES

MOUNTAIN HIKING

Oman’s mountains offer some of the most rewarding
trekking experiences. Spectacular paths wind

through wadis and gorges, featuring sheer cliffs and
sweeping mountain peaks. The country boasts an
extensive network of marked hiking trails, especially
in the Western Hajar region. Wadi hiking, a favorite
adventure, entails thrilling hikes up gorges, navigating
over boulders, and wading through rock pools. Popular
destinations like Wadi Shab, Wadi Tawi, and Wadi
Bani Khalid offer accessible and scenic routes along
the coastal side of the Eastern Hajar Mountains.
Considering Oman’s climate, trekking requires careful
preparation. Ensure you dress suitably, carry ample
water, and stay updated on weather conditions. The
optimal trekking months are from October to April.

Y

ZIP LINE IN MUSANDAM

Located in the Musandam exclave, north of the UAE,
Oman boasts its longest zip line. Starting from a height
of 220 meters above Jabal Fitt, it stretches for an
impressive 1,500 meters (approximately 4,920 feet).
Easily accessible from the neighborhood, the center of
Khasab is just a five-minute drive away. Riders on the
zip line, whether in the Super Man or Super Woman
position, are treated to breathtaking aerial views of the
Musandam mountains and the surrounding sea.




ADVENTURE ACTIVITES

Ty
Sy

ZIP LINE IN SALALAH

Located in the Dhofar Governorate, Wadi Darbat
stands out as one of Salalah’s most picturesque
wadis, adorned with natural springs and cascading
waterfalls. Adventure seekers can delight in the
presence of two zip lines within Wadi Darbat: a
60-meter option suitable for children and a longer
120-meter line. The latter offers an exhilarating ride
across the Wadi creek, providing an unforgettable
experience amidst the wadi’s stunning natural beauty.

CYCLING

Cycling is gaining popularity in Oman, especially on
weekends when many cyclists hit the roads to explore
the country. In the mountainous regions of Jebel
Akhdhar or Jebel Shams, enthusiasts can enjoy biking
through breathtaking landscapes on either road or
mountain bikes. Cycling is a beloved pastime in Oman
for much of the year.

One particularly scenic and renowned cycling route
begins along the Muscat coast and stretches all the way
to Sur, offering stunning views of the Arabian Gulf’s
sparkling waters on one side and the expansive Eastern
Hajar Mountains on the other. Additionally, there are
challenging routes like the ascent to Jabal Shams or
the connection from Nizwa-Al Hamra- Wadi Bani Awf
to Rustaq, promising rewarding experiences for avid
cyclists.

“968
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CAVING

Oman’s caves stand out for their remarkable diversity
in size, length, and geological features, making
caving a highly sought-after activity in the Sultanate.
Recognized as national treasures, these caverns

boast unique acoustic properties that add an extra
layer of excitement to exploration. Venturing into
these subterranean realms often involves a range of
activities such as abseiling, diving, and short swims,
adding to the thrill of the experience. Whether you’re
a seasoned spelunker or a curious beginner, Oman’s
caves promise an unforgettable journey into the depths
of the earth.

HOOTA CAVE

Al Hoota Cave, nestled near the Wilayat of Al Hamra
in the Southern Al Jabal Al Akhdar region of Al
Dakhiliyah Governorate, is undeniably one of Oman’s
top tourist attractions. Its captivating underground lake
and enchanting geological formations draw visitors
from far and wide. Conveniently located just two
hours from Muscat and a mere thirty minutes from
Nizwa by car, Al Hoota Cave offers a mesmerizing
journey into the depths of Oman’s natural wonders.

ADVENTURE ACTIVITES
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MAJLIS AL JINN

Majlis Al Jinn Cave, a breathtaking natural marvel in the
Sultanate, remains secluded within the heart of rugged
hills at the foothills of the eastern Al Hajr Mountains.
Located adjacent to the village of Fins in the Wilayat of
Quriyat, within the Governorate of Muscat, along the
northern rim of the Salma Plateau, this cave demands

a physical effort to reach its opening. The journey to
reach it typically spans around five hours. Recognized
as a repository of natural biodiversity, Majlis Al Jinn
can only be accessed via ropes, adding an extra layer of
adventure to the exploration.

INSURANCE

INSURANCE POLICY MANDATORY FOR ADVENTURE TOURISM IN OMAN

The Capital Market Authority (CMA) has launched a mandatory insurance policy for organizers
of adventure tourism activities in accordance with the requirements of the decision 124/2021
of the Ministry of Heritage and Tourism (MHT). The adventure tourism insurance policy will
be available through travel and tourism operators. Any tourist who comes to the Sultanate of
Oman to enjoy adventure tourism must have an adventure insurance policy against the risks
that arise from this tourism. Ministry of Heritage & Tourism keeps a close watch on the safety
procedures and conducts regular audit through the auditing body for adventure tourism
activities.

Don't forget to tell someone your route and

expected return time, or use the application : " ) Please download
(Nida) provided by the Civil Defense and [zl g0k (Nida) by
Ambulance Authority. (Please download NIDA Rty scanning the QR
by scanning the QR code)

REMEMBER
Take only PHOTOS - Leave only FOOTPRINTS. F

Carry enough WATER! 2

Op
Dispose of litter and waste properly. n’i{

Keep the path clean and bring your trash to the next trash container.

If you find rubbish along the path, be a HERO and take it with you

Respect Oman’s peace and tranquility. Keep noise to minimum.

If you wish to comment on any particular service,
please contact the Tourism Information Center or e-mail us.
Tourist Call Center: +968 22088000, E-mail: info@ mht.gov.om
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COMPANIES LICENSED TO ORGANISE
ADVENTURE TOURISM ACTIVITIES

MUSCAT

CYR ADVENTURES

Canyoning and Abseiling, Mountain Hiking and Trekking, /V"}\
Climbing Tours & Training, Via ferrata and rock climbing, L

Camping Expeditions, Cave Exploration, 4WD Desert Safaris, RBUTINE
Wildlife and Nature Tours, Day Trips and Multi-Day Tours,

Snorkeling and Dolphin Watching, Boat Tours and Coastal Cruises, CYR Adventures Store
(Qutdoor and Safety Equipments), Bouldering wall and Climbing Sessions

Phone : 92552208

City : Al Khuwair  Location : Shop No. 101, Al Khuwair Square
Email  : info@cyr-adventures.com =2
Website : www.cyr-adventures.com o,
Timings : 10:00 am - 09:00 pm (Sat - Thu)

@ © Q @cyradventuresoman Location

HUSAAK ADVENTURES - AL JEBAL AL
HAJARIYA TOURISM & INVESTMENT

Tour operator activities / Rental of Passenger Land
Transportation Vehicles without a Driver

Phone : 97185275

City : Mawaleh North  Location : Al Seeb / Mawaleh North
Email  : info@husaak.com

Website : www.husaak.com

Timings : 09:00 am - 17:00 pm (Sat - Thu)
€ © Q @husaak

HUSHM\K

Al

Location

AL DAKHILIYAH

RAWAHNA ADVENTURE
Tours & Adventure Activities in Oman
Phone : 96459010 /99423290

Email  : rawahnaadv@gmail.com /
max1732002@gmail.com

Website : www.husaak.com
Timings : 24x7
@ O ® @rawahna_adventures_tours
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DHOFAR

ADVENTURE ACTIVITES

DHOFAR TOURISM & INVESTMENT

(REVENTURE)

Climbing,Caving, High Wiring, Trekking, Canyoning,

Abeseilling

Phone : 9580 5005

City : Salalah

Email : admin@omandti.com
Website : www.reventure.om
€ © Q @ reventure.om

Location : Salalah, Oman

0
2

=]t

Location

AROUND THE OCEAN

High Wiring

Location : Dhofar

Phone  :95311123

Email . yosf10.2012@gmail.com

DHOFAR TOURISM & INVESTMENT
Climbing,Caving, High Wiring, Trekking,
Canyoning, Abeseilling

Location : Dhofar

Phone 1 99586994

Email : admin@omandti.com

GLOBAL ADVENTOUR TRAVEL
Climbing, Caving, High Wiring, Trekking,
Hiking, Canyon Crossing, Abseiling
Location : Muscat
Phone  :99236724
Email  tim@
globaledventuretravel.com

MILESTONE ADVENTURE

Climbing , Highwiring, Trekking, Canyoning,

Abeseilling

Location : Muscat

Phone 198181885

Email . ms.adventure.om@
gmail.com

MORE ADVENTURE
Climbing, High Wiring, Trekking, Hiking,
Canyon Crossing, Abseiling

Location : Muscat

Phone  : 92366658
Email : g.alajmi@hotmail.com

ROVE ADVENTURES

Climbing, Caving, High Wiring, Trekking,
Hiking, Canyon Crossing, Abseiling

Location : Muscat
Phone  : 95666667
Email : hassan@rove.om

SCIENTIFIC ADVENTURES
COMPANY

Climbing, Caving, High Wiring, Trekking,
Hiking, Canyon Crossing, Abseiling

Location : Al Dhakaliya
Phone  :95199883

Email : eduventure.oman@
gmail.com

To list your company in

TOP ADVENTURE
Climbing, Caving, High Wiring, Trekking,
Hiking, Canyon Crossing, Abseiling
Location : Al Dhakaliya
Phone . 95872442
Email : alialryami132@gmail.com

VALLEY ADVENTURES TOURS
Climbing, High Wiring, Trekking, Hiking,
Canyon Crossing, Absgiling
Location : Al Dhakaliya
Phone  : 99412660
:info@
canyonadventures.com

WADI ADVENTURE
Climbing, Caving, High Wiring, Trekking,
Hiking - Canyon Crossing, Abseiling
Location : Muscat
Phone  : 96333893
Email : amd.riyami@gmail.com
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Nestled within the Midd]esH '._
the.region, Oman mesnietrzesyboth international travelers and those from neighboring lands with its pristine beauty.
Adding to.its allure’ S ®an modelli}e climate, making it a year-round destination for those seeking adventure,
relaxation, ot simply a limpse‘kLto a world untouched by time. Let’s explore the seasons of Oman.

SEASONS

Fall season-
(Autumn season)

i

TIME OF THE YEAR

Astronomically, it begins on21st
june to 21st September to 9/21

LOCATION

Dhofar
Governorate

GOVERNORATE

Dhofar Governorate

Spring season "Serbs"

September 23, after the end of
the Khareef season

Dhofar
Governorate

Dhofar Governorate

Frankincense harvest season

April - May - June

Dhofar Governorate

Dhofar Governorate

Pomegranate harvest
season

last third of August and continues
until the end of September

Green Mountain

Al Dhakiliya
Governorate

Rose water distillation
season

April to mid-May

Al Jabal Al
Akhdar

Al Dhakiliya
Governorate

Honey season

March - June

Al Hajar Mountains, Al
Jabal Al Akhdar and
Dhofar Governorate

the Grape harvesting
season

June

Al Shargiyah
North Governorate

Al Shargiyah North
Governorate

Camel Racing

November - March

Muscat, Salalah,
Nizwa

Muscat, Dhofar, Al
Dhakiliya Governorate

Shale season- the fishing
season for Al-Safilah

December 7th -18th

Salalah

Dhofar Governorate

Squid season

August to January

Al Shargiyah, Al Wusta,
Dhofar Governorate

The season of Tabasil
Al-Fagur

June -July

Samail State

Al Dhakiliya, Al Dhahira
and South & North
Batinah Governorate

Apricot blossom season

February- March

Wakan and Hadash
Villages in Nakhal

South Al batinah
Governorate

Apricot harvesting
season

Experien‘;e .‘:'.
L33 >g
OMAN %% ,¢

April - May

Wakan and
Hadash Villages

South Al Batinah
Governorate
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FALL SEASON IN DHOFAR REGION
(The Autumn season) - Dhofar Governorate

June 21 to September 21

The autumn season in the Dhofar region, particularly
in Salalah, spanning astronomically from June 21st
to September 21st each year, contrasting sharply
with the scorching heat experienced in neighboring
Gulf countries. While elsewhere temperatures soar,
Salalah’s mountains possesses a distinctive regional
climate, rendering it an exceptional and unparalleled
phenomenon. This period brings forth refreshing
breezes and mist-filled clouds, delighting hundreds
of thousands of locals, expatriates, and tourists alike,
drawn from across the globe and particularly from
the Gulf nations. The air becomes redolent with the

SPRING SEASON-“SERBS” —
Dhofar Governorate

September 23rd -

The arrival of the spring season, locally known as the
“Serbs,” marks a vibrant transformation in the Dhofar
Governorate, commencing on September 23 after the
conclusion of an exceptional fall season characterized
by unprecedented rains. These rains have rejuvenated
the plains and mountains, causing water springs to flow
abundantly.

Spring in Dhofar is distinguished by radiant sunshine,
mild temperatures, decreased humidity, and tranquil
seas, enhancing the allure of the natural landscapes
across mountains, plains, and deserts. Celebrated as a
prime attraction for domestic tourism, spring unveils

FRANKINCENSE HARVEST SEASON -
Dhofar Governorate

April - May - June

Frankincense harvest season lasts for 3 months (April

- May - June)

The harvest season for frankincense spans three
months, from April to June, with each month
representing a distinct stage in the process.

In early April, the first stage commences with the initial
extraction. Following a 14-day cooling period, the first-
grade frankincense is harvested.

Subsequently, the second stage begins with another
round of extraction. After another 14-day cooling
period, the second-grade product, known for its
exceptional quality, is collected.

SEASONS CALENDAR

fragrance of incense and frankincense, amidst the
abundance of tropical hookah trees bearing coconut-like
fruits.

nature’s splendor as the fog dissipates and the air clears.
It heralds the blooming of mountain flowers and the
arrival of refreshing breezes, captivating visitors with
its charm.

Finally, the third and final stage initiates the last round
of extraction. Following yet another 14-day cooling
period, the highest quality variety of frankincense is
harvested, concluding the season.




SEASONS CALENDAR

POMEGRANATE HARVEST SEASON-
Al Dhakiliya Governorate

August - September

The pomegranate harvest season in Al Jabal Al Akhdar,
nestled within the Al Dakhiliyah Governorate of Oman,
is a time of vibrant activity and celebration. Spanning
from the last third of August to the end of September,
with its pinnacle in mid-September. Famed for their
exceptional quality, these pomegranates thrive in the
unique climate of Al Jabal Al Akhdar, reminiscent of the
Mediterranean basin.

As the harvest season dawns, the hillsides of Al Jabal Al
Akhdar come alive with the vibrancy of ripened fruit,
signaling a time of abundance and prosperity for the
communities that call this rugged landscape home. In
Al Jabal Al Akhdar, the pomegranate harvest is more
than just a seasonal event—it’s a cherished tradition, a
testament to the enduring bond between the people and

ROSE WATER DISTILLATION SEASON-
Al Dhakiliya

March - May

In Oman, the rose water distillation season typically
occurs during the spring months, particularly from
March to May. This is when the Damask rose (Rosa
damascena), known for its fragrant blooms, is in full
bloom and ready for harvest. The distillation process
usually takes place in traditional distillation houses,
commonly found in regions such as Al Jabal Al Akhdar
(the Green Mountain) and other mountainous areas

of Oman where roses are cultivated. The exact timing

HONEY SEASON

March - June

The honey harvesting season in Oman typically occurs
during the spring and early summer months, from
March to June. As the summer season unfolds each
year, beekeepers embark on the harvest of samr or barm
honey, a tradition deeply rooted in Oman. Thriving
amidst the desert trees scattered across plains and
mountains, bees become integral contributors to their
owners’ livelihoods, yielding various types of honey
tailored to the seasons.

Among these, wild and bitter honey stands out as

a rarity, commanding high prices in the market.

Sidr honey and clover honey further enrich Oman’s
beekeeping landscape, reflecting its diverse environment
and honey production. The indigenous Omani bee,
carefully nurtured in isolated locales to prevent
crossbreeding with foreign strains, reigns supreme
among beekeepers.
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the land they steward with care.

Beyond the renowned pomegranates, Al Jabal Al
Akhdar boasts an impressive array of fruits, each
bearing testament to the region’s agricultural prowess.
From olives to walnuts, almonds to peaches, and an
assortment of other fruits including apricots, pears,
plums, figs, grapes, lemons, and pate, the bounty of Al
Jabal Al Akhdar knows no bounds.

and location can vary slightly depending on local
climate conditions and the specific practices of rose
farmers and distillers.

Beekeepers carefully monitor the blooming cycles of
local flora to determine the optimal time for honey
extraction, ensuring a high-quality yield of honey with
distinctive flavors and aromas reflective of Oman’s
unique ecosystems. The mountainous terrain and cooler
climate create favorable conditions for beekeeping and
contribute to the unique flavors of the honey produced
there. Overall, Omani honey is prized for its purity,
richness, and distinct floral flavors, reflecting the diverse
flora of the regions where it is harvested.
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GRAPES HARVESTING SEASON —
North Al Shariqya Governorate

June - July

Camels have been an integral part of the Omani
lifestyle since ancient times. Camel racing in Oman

is a popular traditional sport that usually takes place
during the winter months, particularly from November
to March, when the weather is milder. The races often
occur in various locations across the country, including
Muscat ,Salalah, Nizwa, Adam , Barka, Saham, Sohar,
ALMusannah with suitable tracks and facilities.
However, specific dates and locations for camel races
can vary each year, so it’s best to check with local

CAMEL RACING - MUSCAT, SALALAH,
Al Dakhiliyah Governorate

Cooler months

Camels have been an integral part of the Omani lifestyle
since ancient times. Camel racing in Oman is a popular
traditional sport that usually takes place during the
winter months, particularly from November to March,
when the weather is milder. The races often occur in
various locations across the country, including Muscat,
Salalah, Nizwa, and other regions with suitable tracks
and facilities. However, specific dates and locations for

SHALE SEASON - Dhofar Governorate

December 7" to December 18"

In Salalah, Oman, the eagerly anticipated Al-Safilah
fishing season commences on December 6th, marking
a significant event for local fishermen and seafood
enthusiasts alike. Managed by the Ministry of
Agriculture and Fisheries, this year’s season spans 12
days, running from December 7th to December 18th.

Al-Safilah, scientifically known as Haliotus mariae, is
a prized marine species found exclusively in Omani
waters, making it a source of national pride. Renowned
for its exceptional nutritional value, safilah meat is rich

SQUID SEASON-
Al Shariqya, al Wusta, and Dhofar
Governorate

In early August, the Sultanate’s waters come alive with
the start of squid fishing season, as designated by the
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries from August
through January of the following year. Recently,
fishermen from South Al Sharqiyah, Al Wusta, and
select areas of Dhofar Governorate have ventured out in
groups to ply their trade, targeting the abundant squid
populations along the coasts of these regions.

Initial reports indicate promising signs for the season’s
commencement, with some boats already boasting

SEASONS CALENDAR

authorities or event organizers for the most up-to-date
information if you’re planning to attend.

camel races can vary each year, so it’s best to check
with local authorities or event organizers for the most
up-to-date information if you’re planning to attend.

&
o

in proteins, vitamins, and minerals, while being low
in cholesterol. Its rarity and economic significance
contribute to its esteemed status among seafood
aficionados.

impressive catches. Squid sizes vary, ranging from a
hundred to slightly over two hundred kilograms each,
promising good returns for artisanal fishermen. Prices
for squid have also been favorable, ranging from

nine hundred baisas to one Omani riyal per kilogram,
signaling a positive start to the season.
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TABASIL ALFAGUR

Late June - mid July

The custom is widespread in the summer season when
dates are harvested. It usually begins in late June or the
beginning of July and lasts two weeks.

It is summoned up in cooking palm secrets, often the
Al-Mabsali variety. It is usually found where this palm
tree is spread in the governorates of South and North Al
Sharqiyah, Al Dhakiliyah, Al Dhahirah, and South and
North Al Batinah. The basr is boiled in large cauldrons
over a fire for approximately half an hour to an hour
and after it is cooked, it is taken out and called ripe basr
(Al-Fagur). It is dried under the sun for 3 to 6 days until
it is used.

APRICOT BLOSSOM SEASON IN WAKAN
VILLAGE.
Nakal - South Al Batina Governorate

February- March

Wakan Village, nestled in the Hajar Mountains of Oman,
is renowned for its beautiful apricot blossoms. Situated
about 2,000 meters above sea level, this charming
village offers a unique microclimate conducive to the
cultivation of apricot trees. Each spring, the village
transforms into a picturesque landscape adorned with
the delicate pink and white blossoms of apricot trees,
attracting visitors from all over.

The apricot blossom season, typically occurring
between February to March, highlights the village’s
agricultural heritage. Tourists visiting during the
blossom season can enjoy scenic hikes along well-
maintained trails that offer stunning views of the
flowering trees and the surrounding mountains. The

APRICOT HARVEST SEASON
Nakal - South Al Batina Governorate

April - May

The apricot harvest season follows the apricot
flowering season and is also a time when tourism
flourishes. In addition to Wakan village, visitors
can explore Hadash village, located on the opposite
side of Wakan. Hadash is renowned not only for

its beautiful apricot blossoms but also as a popular
destination for adventure tourism.
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village also features a watchtower and various
traditional Omani homes, providing a glimpse into
the local culture and lifestyle. The apricot blossom
in Al Wakan Village is a testament to Oman’s

rich natural beauty and its enduring agricultural
traditions

unesco

World Heritage site
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Bahla Fort (1987) « Bat, al-Khutm and al- Ayn (1988) « The Land of frankincense (2000)
* Aflaj irrigation system (2006) « Ancient City of Qalhat (2018)
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BAHLA FORT (BAHLA, AL-DAKHILIYA GOVERNORATE)
Bahla Fort is the largest fort in the Sultanate of Oman; it was the first cultural heritage property of Oman inscribed
by UNESCO on the World Heritage List in 1987. Bahla Fort was built strategically on a rocky hill overlooking the

palm trees walled oasis. It may have been used for around 5000 years. The Fort was rebuilt between 1624-1649 AD
and enlarged in the late 18th century.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES OF BAT, AL- KHUTM AND AL-AYN

The protohistoric site of Bat lies near a palm grove in the interior of the Sultanate of Oman. Together with the
neighboring sites, it forms the most complete collection of settlements and necropolises from the 3rd millennium
B.C. in the world.

#The site is not open to the public.
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THE LAND OF
FRANKINCENSE

The frankincense trees of Wadi
Dawkah and the remains of the
caravan oasis of Shisr/Wubar and
the affiliated ports of Khor Rori
Sumhuram and Al-Baleed vividly
illustrate the trade in frankincense
that flourished in this region for
many centuries, as one of the most
important trading activities of the
ancient and medieval world.

AL-AFLAJ IRRIGATION SYSTEMS
The property includes five aflaj irrigation
systems and is representative of some 3,000
such systems still in use in Oman. The origins
of this system of irrigation may date back to AD
500, but archaeological evidence suggests that
irrigation systems existed in this extremely arid
area as early as 2500 BC. Using gravity, water is
channeled from underground sources or springs
to support agriculture and domestic use. The five
Al - Aflaj included below:
. Falaj Daris in Nizwa.

. Falaj Al Jeela in Sur.

. Falaj Al Khatamain in Nizwa.

. Falaj Al Muyassar in Rustaq.

. Falaj Malki in Izki.

ANCIENT CITY OF QALHAT

The property, which is located on the east
coast of the Sultanate of Oman, includes the
ancient city of Qalhat, surrounded by inner
and outer walls, as well as areas beyond the
ramparts where necropolises are located. The
city developed as a major port on the east coast
of Arabia between the 11th and 15th centuries
CE, during the reign of the Hormuz princes.
The Ancient City bears unique archaeological
testimony to the trade links between the east
coast of Arabia, East Africa, India, China and
South-East Asia.

#The site is not open to the public.

WILDLIFE
IN OMAN

‘ BIRD MIGRATION
R | SEASON
W pstany Muscat, Al Batinah,
e - W g Musandam, and
‘0 :., P i Al Sharigya Governorates.
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Bird watching is one of the favorite attraction for the tourists visiting Sultanate, owing to the remarkable diversity of
avian species, which has been documented to include 486 varieties in numerous specialized studies and reports.

The Muscat Governorate serves as an excellent starting point for bird watching enthusiasts, with Qurum Nature Park
standing out as a prime location for observing common bird species year-round. Visitors can marvel at a plethora

of birds such as the yellow bulbul, osprey, graceful warbler, laughing doves, small oriental warblers, and Asian
tamarinds. Coastal areas offer sightings of herons, flamingos, gulls, and hawksbills, while water monuments’ ponds
are ideal for observing eagles and water birds.

For birdwatching enthusiasts, Al Ansab lagoons, also referred to as Ansab Wetlands, and Qurum Natural Park, in
Muscat offer prime locations on the mainland. These sites host a variety of breeding birds native to Oman, providing
ample opportunities for sightings. Among the commonly observed species are the grey francolin, red-wattle plover,
laughing dove, little green bee-eater, yellow-vented bulbul, Arabian babbler, purple sunbird, and Indian Silver-bill.
Whether you’re a seasoned birder or a novice enthusiast, these spots promise rewarding experiences amidst Oman’s
avian diversity.

Experlence '. ’
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DAMANIYAT, SAWADI &

; FAHL ISLANDS
_ g Muscat Governorate
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In Muscat Governorate, the Damaniyat, Sawadi, and Fahl Islands beckon with their diverse avian populations. The
Damaniyat Islands serve as breeding grounds for various bridled and white-cheeked species, alongside common
noddies, ospreys, and western reef herons during nesting seasons. Beyond their aquatic inhabitants, Al Sawadi
Island and Al Fahl Island, situated 4 km off Ras Al Hamra near Muscat, host breeding colonies of sooty falcons.
Additionally, Al Fahl Island boasts nesting red-billed tropic birds, enriching the islands’ ecological tapestry with
their presence.

Ras Al Sawadi along the Batinah Coast provides opportunities to observe flamingos, gulls, hawksbills, and in
summer, the mesmerizing sight of sunset falcons. Agricultural lands in Sohar are favored by species like larks,
jasmines, and wagtails, particularly during migration seasons. The mangrove trees in Liwa and Shinas are home to
the endemic manatee fisherman.

In the Musandam Governorate, the abundance of birds during winter and fall attracts visitors, with the Socotra sea
crow frequently spotted along the coast near Khasab.

Prime observation spots include the eastern region near Ras Al Hadd, where beaches teem with seagulls and
terns during migration periods. Here, one can witness the captivating sight of the red-billed sea head among the
flamingos, and a flock of gnats near Khor Grama.

While a visit to the northern mountains of the Hajar range may not yield a lengthy bird list, it offers sightings of
intriguing species like the majestic eared vulture soaring above.
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QATBIT & THE DHOFAR
GOVERNORATE

Embark on a journey to the Dhofar Governorate and explore the desert oasis of Qatbit to encounter unique desert
bird species, including the crowned and spotted sand grouse, as well as the larger hoopoe larks. Along the coast of
Dhofar, numerous khwars provide ideal wintering habitats for a diverse array of water birds, enhancing the region’s
allure for birdwatching enthusiasts

GREEN TURTLE

Al Shariqya Governorate

During the nesting season for green turtles, Ras Al Jinz in the Wilayat of Sur becomes a focal point for these
magnificent creatures. From August through October, these turtles grace the beaches of the region with their
presence, drawing the fascination of numerous visitors and establishing it as a unique tourist destination in the
Sultanate, especially cherished by enthusiasts of turtle-watching.

Among the five species of turtles found in the Sultanate, the green turtle, locally referred to as “Hamsa,” thrives
within the Ras Al Jinz Reserve. Throughout the year, these turtles frequent the beaches of Ras Al Hadd and Ras
Al Jinz, with nesting season peaking from May to October annually. Renowned for their distinct shape and vibrant
colors, green turtles have designated Ras Al Jinz as a sanctuary for nesting, traversing vast distances along the
Arabian Gulf, the Red Sea, and the shores of South Africa to lay their eggs safely on the golden sands of Ras Al
Jinz, blessed with a moderate climate bestowed by nature.

The five species of turtles found in Oman are:

Green turtle (Chelonia mydas) - locally known as “Hamsa”
Loggerhead turtle (Caretta caretta) - locally known as “Buhamra”
Hawksbill turtle (Eretmochelys imbricata) - locally known as “Fahal”
Olive Ridley turtle (Lepidochelys olivacea) - locally known as “Fawwah”
Leatherback turtle (Dermochelys coriacea) - locally known as “Safra”
Each species of turtle has its preferred nesting and foraging grounds, and their presence can vary depending on the
season. Here’s a general overview:
1. Green Turtle (Chelonia mydas)
Where: Green turtles can be observed nesting along the beaches of Ras Al Hadd and Ras Al Jinz in the
Wilayat of Sur, Oman. They also forage in the waters around Oman.
Season: Nesting season typically occurs from May to October.
Loggerhead Turtle (Caretta caretta)
Where: Loggerhead turtles can be found nesting on various beaches along the Omani coast, including Ras
Al Hadd and Ras Al Jinz.
Season: Nesting season typically aligns with that of green turtles, occurring from May to October.
Hawksbill Turtle (Eretmochelys imbricata)
Where: Hawksbill turtles are known to nest on beaches around Oman, including Ras Al Hadd and Ras Al
Jinz.
Season: Nesting season typically coincides with that of green and loggerhead turtles, from May to
October.
Olive Ridley Turtle (Lepidochelys olivacea)
Where: Olive Ridley turtles may occasionally nest on Omani beaches, but they are less common
compared to other species.
Season: Nesting season aligns with other species, generally from May to October.
Leatherback Turtle (Dermochelys coriacea)
Where: Leatherback turtles are rare visitors to Omani waters and beaches, with sightings being
infrequent.
Season: If spotted, sightings may occur during the nesting season of other turtle species, from May to
October.
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To witness turtle nesting activities, it's best to visit the designated turtle reserves and protected
areas along the Omani coast during the nesting season. These areas often offer guided tours and
conservation programs to observe and learn about these fascinating creatures while ensuring
minimal disturbance to the nesting sites.

DOLPHIN & WHALES
Muscat, Al Shariqya,

Al Wusta, Musandam & Dhofar
Governorates

Twenty different species of whales and dolphins call Oman’s oceans home, making it a significant region for almost
25% of the world’s population of these mammals. The abundance of the feeding grounds draws the beautiful species
near to the coast of Oman. Take a scheduled journey to the sea from Salalah, Khasab, or Muscat, and a sighting

is frequently made in a matter of minutes. You might see a humpback whale coming up for air on the horizon, or
perhaps the dolphins are watching you as they playfully swim beside the boat.

When visiting Oman, seeing dolphins and whales is a “must do” experience. Who knows, maybe you’ll get to
interact with some of the largest animals on earth.

The shores of Oman welcome abundant troops of dolphins, with prime watching spots in Musandam and Muscat,
although they are also commonly sighted in Al Sharqiya, Al Wusta, and Dhofar. The dolphin species frequenting
the Sultanate of Oman are Indian Ocean and Pacific humpback dolphins, rough-toothed dolphins, tropical spotted
dolphins, striped dolphins, spinner dolphins, and long-beaked common dolphins.

Whales also grace Oman’s beaches sporadically, particularly in Al Wusta, Dhofar, and South Al Sharqiyah. Notable
whale species that make appearances include Bryde’s whales, blue whales, humpback whales, sperm whales, dwarf
sperm whales, Cuvier’s beaked whales, pygmy killer whales, killer whales, melon-headed whales, and false killer

whales.
Wildlife Reserves in Oman

JABAL SAMHAN

RESERVE
Dhofar

Nestled in the Dhofar region near Jabal Samhan, the Jabal Samhan Reserve spans an impressive 4,500 square
kilometers. This expansive wildlife sanctuary remains uninhabited throughout the year, serving as a vital refuge
for diverse species. Among its inhabitants are the elusive Arabian leopard, along with the Arabian wolf, Indian
crested porcupine, cape hare, rock hyrax, and an array of bird species. The reserve also boasts a rich variety of
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flora, including acacia trees and the iconic Frankincense tree. Access to the Jabal Samhan Nature Reserve requires
special authorization.

AS SALEEL NATURE

PARK
Sur, South Al Shariqya

Located in South Al Sharigya, As Saleel Nature Park spans 220 square kilometers and lies
approximately 57 kilometers from Sur in the Al Kamil W’al Wafi Wilayat. The park comprises three
primary geographical zones and is renowned for its abundant wildlife. Among its inhabitants are
Arabian gazelles, wild cats, Arabian wolves, red foxes, Egyptian eagles, in addition to a diverse
population of turtles and birds.

ARABIAN ORYX

SANCTUARY
Al Wusta

Located in the heart of Oman’s Al Wusta region, the Arabian Oryx Sanctuary lies within the city

of Haima. Encompassing an area of 2,824 square kilometers, it serves as a sanctuary for various
species including the iconic Arabian Oryx, Arabian gazelle, hares, and ibexes. Additionally,

a small herd of reintroduced Oryx thrives within its boundaries. The reserve offers a unique
opportunity to observe these majestic desert antelopes up close, thanks to a breeding center
housing approximately 600 animals. Accessible only by 4WD vehicles with prior permits, the
reserve is situated 50 kilometers off the Haima-Dugm road, accessible via the designated “Haba”
graded trail.
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FJORDS OF
MUSANDAM

Musandam

Musandam, Oman’s northernmost Governorate, stands apart with its unique coastline
characterized by rocky edges that form picturesque fjords. Isolated from the rest of the nation

by a stretch of land from the United Arab Emirates, Musandam is renowned for its vibrant marine
life. Among its most famous inhabitants are humpback and bottlenose dolphins, which grace

the waters with their presence. Tourists can experience the beauty of Musandam and encounter
these majestic creatures aboard traditional Omani Dhows, offering unforgettable dolphin-watching
experiences.

WADI SAREEN
RESERVE

Muscat Governorate

Located 45 kilometers south of Muscat within Oman’s central eastern Al Hajr Mountains Range,
the Wadi Sareen Reserve in Muscat Governorate offers a haven for diverse wildlife. This
sanctuary’s rugged terrain, characterized by high cliffs and rocky slopes, provides an ideal habitat
for some of the world’s rarest and most endangered mammals, including the Arabian Tahr. With

its distinctive black stripe along the back, hooked horns, and reddish-brown fur, the Arabian Tahr
finds sanctuary within these confines. The reserve is also home to a myriad of other species such
as the Arabian Gazelle, Arabian Wolf, Red Fox, Hedgehog, Deer, Common Kestrel, Egyptian
Vulture, Sand Partridge, and the Oman Saw-Scaled Viper. These animals can be observed either
in small familial groups or roaming independently within the Wadi Sareen’s captivating landscape.

Please contact
info@synergyoman.com
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Oman’s natural beauty runs abundant with thriving, pristine water wadis that reach their brim each year
when rolling clouds gather over the far stretching golden hills dotting the horizon. With over twenty
scenic tourist valleys, and others that have yet not been claimed, picking up a backup and hiking over
slippery marble-like boulders and fresh moss couldn’t have been more charming. Make your pick from
six of the most wondrous wadis flourishing and nourishing the lands of the Sultanate, and try not to use
your gadgets once there. These heavenly abodes are pure and in harmony with nature, and so should you
be, when you’re cusped in their tranquil environment.

WADI AL ARBAYEEN

Considered to be one of the most beautiful wadis of
Oman, Wadi Al Arbayeen lays just off the wilayat

of Quriyat in the Al Sharqiyah region of the country.
Abundant with natural pools and stunning greenery,
this untouched strip of wonder is the perfect place
for you if are a fan of adventure and following
beaten down dirt tracks to discover Utopia. You
could combine your visit with an overnight camp at
the Al Shargiyah Beach, and then hike on to the very
popular Wadi Shab.

WADI SHAB

Also situated in the Al Shargiyah region of Oman

as the Wadi Al Arbayeen, Wadi Shab is a happy,
lively picnic spot for locals and expatriates to gather
in on the weekends and holidays and make merry.
Be a part of the joy and dive in the crisp pools or
indulge in sumptuous traditional barbecues with
native Omanis. Do not miss out on the waterfall
cave, the main attraction, which can be accessed only
after swimming through three pools and trekking on
foot for forty minutes. Make sure you’re carrying a
spare change of clothes because you might just end
up getting soaked, due to sweat and also due to the
waterfall!
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WADI AL HOQAIN

40 kilometers away from the wilayat of Rustaq, and
a 150 away from the Governorate of Muscat, Wadi
Al Hogqain is a gorgeous abode of lush greenery,
cool breeze, and waterfalls plunging into sparkling,
silver pools that reflect the balmy Omani sunshine in
ripples which are bound to mesmerize you. Famous
for its year-round flowing streams and ever-flowing
water springs, Hoqain features at number three on
our top five Omani wadis list.

WADI BANI AWF

If you are the type who is into hardcore adrenaline
pumping adventurism, the Wadi Bani Awf awaits
you with a plethora of activities and sightseeing,

all undertaken on foot. You may have to swim,
jump, traverse, walk under, walk over, and cross
gargantuan boulders that have remained unmoved
since many millennia, but the end is definitely
rewarding as your sight gets treated with glimmering
lakes and peaceful foliage where you can unwind for
a night of camping and gazing at the stunning wave
of stars above.
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WADI BANI KHALID

Weaving up across the Eastern Al Hajar Mountains
down to the village of Bida, lies the spectacular Wadi
Bani Khalid, one of the most fertile valleys in the
Sultanate with lush greenery all around and gorgeous
waterfalls that form natural pools. The path through
the valley cuts through to the town of Mugqal, which

is renowned for its cave and can be explored by those
having the right equipment. Here the gushing waters
create a loud rushing sound and gather in pools, only to
dissipate into small lakes which the villagers have used
for years to fill three irrigation canals.

WADI DARBAT

Come autumn, and the most unexpected sites

of Dhofar, the Wadi Darbat, springs to life with
magnificent waterfalls that thunder down to the ground
from impressive heights of up to 30 meters. Carving

its way through highlands and hills till it reaches Khor
Rori, Wadi Darbat is just the place to visit to witness its
transformation into a lush oasis in the winter months,
with breathtaking views over wide areas of the coast.

A short drive beyond Wadi Darbat lies Tawi Atayr, one

of the largest known sinkholes in the world measuring
150 meters in diameter, and 211 meters in depth.
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WADI BANI KHARUS

Wadi Bani Kharus is one of the best known Oman
wadis, located in Wilayat Al Awabi, Al Batinah
South Governorate. Wadi Bani Kharus is a long and
winding waterway that snakes its way over 30km,
all the way from Jebel Akhdar to the village of Al
Awabi.

The wadi has been a major agricultural spot in
Oman for more than hundreds of years. High
mountains on both sides consist of limestone
formations, ranging from 90 million years old at
the entrance of the Wadi to 600 million years in the
distant parts of the Wadi. The valley also counts a
few remote Oasis higher on the slopes which are
accessible only hiking

WADI MISTAL

Wadi Mistal is a significant wadi in the Governorate of
South Al Batinah in Oman, considered one of the most
beautiful in the area. Wadi Mistal is located within the

Western Hajar Mountains in Wilayat of Nakhal and is
known for its natural beauty, tourist attractions, and
the numerous villages located within it.

The wadi is home to numerous villages, including
Wakan, Al Qura, and Al Hajar, known for their diverse
geography and seasonal agricultural crops such as
apricots, peaches, grapes, pomegranates, wild berries,
onions, garlic, and legumes.

The Mistal/Fiq Formation in the Hajar Mountains,
located within Wadi Mistal, has been studied by
geologists for evidence of the “Snowball Earth” climate
episodes.

Image Source: www.shutterstock.com

WADI BANI KHALID

Wadi Sahtan, located in Batinah region, is a picturesque
wadi offering a blend of rugged natural beauty and
cultural significance. It’s characterized by towering
peaks, deep gorges, lush vegetation, and a diverse range
of wildlife, including bird species. The area is known
for its agricultural richness

the presence of natural pastures, especially Sidr and
Samar trees, makes the valley famous for its honey,
with many villages specializing in beekeeping.

Ancient inscriptions dating back to the third millennium
BC, including writings and drawings, can be found
scattered throughout the valley.

Wadi Sahtan is a popular destination for hiking,
trekking, and exploring the natural beauty of the Hajar
Mountains, as well as a glimpse into the rich cultural
heritage of the region.

Please contact info@synergyoman.com




e er for its Steep ravines and golden gorges, Oman’s scenie fnountain range boasts of a qumtet of
spectacular peaks that draw in visitors from near and far, no matter the season! Running from theMugandam Pemns1ﬂa - i

i the north to the Al Sharqiyah Governorate down under are the magnificent Hajar Mountains, home to the rénowned
peaks of Jebel Shams and Al Jabal Al Akdhar, while the magical southern Governorate of Dhofar houses the pristine
Jebel Samhan, part of a biodiverse mountain range that extends off the Al-Hallaniyah Islands.

Listed below are our pick of five such awe-inspiring peaks home to the Sultanate; indeed they make for adventurous
hikes and trekking trips, and for those of you who prefer things a little more relaxed, they make for excellent camping
out and sightseeing spots as well!

Tips: Drive through the Grand Canyon of Arabia through the
Wadi Nakhar, Balcony walk to witness spectacular displays of
soaring mountain walls and imposing, rugged cliff edges.

AL JABAL AL AKDHAR

With a temperature that is up to 20 degrees cooler
than at land level, Al Jabal Al Akdhar rises as a grand
spectacle of rocky slopes and sandy, barren ridges,
which could cause some confusion in regard to its
name, which means ‘Green Mountain’. Once the
winding road finally stretches across the summit and
the Saiq Plateau comes into view, Al Jabal Al Akdhar
is a hidden paradise full of gardens, vegetation, and
orchards that are secreted from view among the mazes
of flowing wadis and terraces. The cool mountain air
and high level of rainfall provides ideal conditions for
cropping of all kinds of temperate fruit.

Location: Al Jabal Al Akdhar, Al Dakhiliyah
GPS Co-ordinates: 23.1856° N, 57.3714° E
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JEBEL SHAMS

Aptly named the ‘Mountain of the Sun’, Jebel Shams is
Oman’s highest mountain, standing erect at an altitude
of 3,004 meters above sea level, and renders a breath-
taking vista at all times of the day. Each versant opens
up to another versant, finally ending with the peak,
close to which lies the infamous Wadi Nakhar, Balcony
walk , a deep ravine with chiselled formations that is
best viewed from atop the rocks. Tourist guest houses
have been built where tourists can spend time enjoying
the serenity of this scenic mountain.

Location: Jebel Shams, Al Dakhiliyah
GPS Co-ordinates: 23.2376° N, 57.2649° E

Tips: Only four wheel drives are permitted up the steep, twisting
road of Al Jabal Al Akdhar. Make sure to carry a light sweater
or shawl even during summer months, as the mountain gets
chilly when dusk falls.

]
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Tips: Follow the signs to Mirbat from Tawi Attair to
pass a stunning wadi of tall, bulbous baobab trees.
Legend has it that these are the only such trees in all
of Arabia!

JEBEL GHAWIL

Tucked away in the north-western fringes of the village
of Abud, Jebel Ghawil stands as the fondly known
‘Grey Mountain’ in the Governorate of Al Buraimi.
Constituting a geological formation with Jebel
Suweini, the peak is a popular destination for arduous
mount climbing and trekking, as well as sightseeing

of flowering Caralluma Arabica and fascinating bat
species. Intruding into its basaltic lavas and tuffs are
three spectacular sills that date back to the late Triassic.

Location: Jebel Ghawil, Al Buraimi
GPS Co-ordinates: 24.5811° N, 55.9966° E

Tips: Avoid crossing deep wadis while you make your descent
from Jebel Misht, since the terrain is rocky and awkward.
Inspect the descent from below and plan on having at least one
hour of daylight remaining or a full moon before leaving.

MOUNTAINS

JEBEL SAMHAN

Jebel Samhan is famed for being one of the more
popular touristic destinations of the Governorate

of Dhofar, especially during the Khareef (July —
September), when its slopes and plains are lush with
greenery, twisted frankincense trees, flowing streams
and lively animal reserves. With a stunning peak
standing tall at 2100 meters, Jebel Samhan makes for a
rewarding day trip from neighbouring Salalah, through
Tawi Attair, a deep sinkhole known as the “Well of
Birds’. Landscapes of varying flora and rocky fields

of leafless desert roses greet the eye as the road to the
summit opens up to a panoramic view of the Dhofar
coast.

Location: Jebel Samhan, Dhofar
GPS Co-ordinates: 17.1355° N, 54.7915° E

Tips: While the climb up the mountain is relatively easy with
plain tracks and comfortable to scale gullies, take care during
your descent. Avoid all loose, steep ends and do not opt for
alternative routes unless with an experienced guide.

JEBEL MISHT

Known also as the French Pillar, Jebel Misht stands

at the end of the 1979 French Pillar route that follows
from Ibri in the Al Dhahirah Governorate to the
south-east face of the peak. While there are many other
striking cliffs in the Sultanate, nothing else discovered
so far dominates the landscape as does Jebel Misht
with its stunning desert hybrid lines of the Walked Spur
of the Grandes Jorasses and The Nose of El Capitan,
both climbs of similar scale. There is also a certain
historical aura to the place, evidenced by remnants of
bleached fixed ropes and rusty pitons dating back to the
late 1970s.

Location: Jebel Misht, Al Dhahirah
GPS Co-ordinates: 23.2564° N, 56.9979° E
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Souqs
IN OMAN

Think Oman, and immediately the senses are engulfed by an aura of antiquity and frankincense, the
perfect combination that can lead the visitor solely by scent to a number of sougs that most cities in
the country contain. The two main traditional sougs of the Sultanate are located in Muttrah and Nizwa,
where buyers can find an endless assortment of traditional crafts, handiwork, gold and silver jewellery,
khanjars, coffeepots, saddles, Arabian perfumes, camel hair and goat hair carets, hand-woven textiles,
and baskets. Bargaining is a must, and the better the haggle, the better the deal!

&

Experien::e '. '
glac “a :
OMAN ¢ 0'

“968

TOURISM DIRECTORY

=
NIZWA SOUQ

Lying within the vicinity of the famed Nizwa Fort’s
walls, the Nizwa Souq has exploration avenues for
the tourist that are expansive and unique. With an
incredible array of products on sale, ranging from
meat, fish, fruits and vegetables to dates, spices, gold
and silverware, the Souq boasts of a history that has
stood the test of time for hundreds of years. Khanjars
(curved daggers), coffee pots and swords make

up the myriad assortment of Omani souvenirs one
cannot miss out on.

Timings: Daily, morning to evening
Location: Nizwa | Governorate: Al Dakhiliyah

MUTTRAH SOUQ

The Muttrah Souq is one of the oldest markets in
Oman, dating back to about 200 years, and sells
various Omani handicrafts, sweets, spices, and
Arabian perfumes. Located in the wilayat of Muttrah,
the Sougq starts from the gate facing the Sea of Oman
and the Muttrah Corniche, and ends at the gate
leading into the city’s old quarters. Characterized by
narrow winding alleys roofed with wood, this Souq
is also known as the Market of Darkness amongst
the locals due to its myriad lanes lined by shops that
block the sun during the day.

Timings: Saturday — Thursday, 08.00AM — 01.00PM/
05.00PM — 09.00PM | Friday, 05.00PM — 09.00PM
Location: Muttrah Corniche, Muttrah
Governorate: Muscat

AL HUSN sOUQ

Located right on the mesmerizing beachfront of
Dhofar, next to the sprawling expanse that makes up
the Sultan’s Palace, is the marvelous Al Husn Souq
(also known as the Al Haffa Souq amongst the locales,
after the district in which it’s situated), a myriad little
area of small shops arranged around a neat grid of
pedestrianized alleyways. This is one of the most
interesting sougqs in the Sultanate, particularly famous
for its frankincense, bukhoor, and at’tar. Rare types of
perfume can be found here, including the finest of all,
Hawjari (or Hasiki), from the wadis around Hasik.

Timings: Daily, 10.00AM — 01.00PM/
04.30PM — 09.30PM
Location: Salalah, Sultan Qaboos Street
Governorate: Dhofar

MUTTRAH FISH MARKET

Situated in a niche at the end of the Muttrah
Corniche, the Muttrah Fish Market is an unforgettable
experience. To experience the authenticity of the
hustle and bustle of an Arabic fishery trade in full
swing, visitors should come early to watch local
fishermen drag their fishing boats up the beach next
to the market to unload a large variety of seafood,
ranging from king fish, hammour, prawns, octopuses
and crustaceans.

Timings: Daily, 06.30AM — 09.00AM

Location: Muttrah Corniche, Muttrah

Governorate: Muscat
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THE GOLD SOUQ

Right off the first alleyway on the left of the Muttrah
Souq is the dazzling spectacle of the Gold Souq, a
two hundred meter stretch passing through a series

of fascinating lanes, and laden with gold and silver
jewellery in the form of traditional Omani bracelets,
anklets, khanjars (daggers), earrings, and heavyset
necklaces. And that not being all, the ornament
connoisseur can also find jewellery made out of camel
hide and camel bones in vibrant colours, along with
chests and caskets made of gold.

Timings: Saturday — Thursday, 08.00AM — 01.00PM /
05.00PM — 09.00PM | Friday, 05.00PM — 09.00PM
Location: Muttrah Corniche, Muttrah
Governorate: Muscat

SINAW SOUQ

The Sinaw Souq is amongst one of the oldest preserved
souqs in Oman and has a history that steeps way back
into time.Busiest on Thursday mornings when about a
120 shops open for business, the souq is a shopaholic’s
delight as it sells practically everything in both its
sections: the first one dealing in household items,
kitchenware, and traditional silver jewellery (hammered
by silversmiths right before the eyes), and the second
one selling livestock, fresh meat and the agricultural
produce of the land. Tourists will enjoy visiting the
souq in the mornings, as it is especially charming to see
the local Bedouins starting their day’s trade.

Timings: Daily, morning to evening
Location: Sinaw | Governorate: Al Shargiyah
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SOUQ AL ARBA'H

With a name that translates to “Wednesday’s Market’,
it is no surprise that the Souq Al Arba’h does exactly
that; a flurry of activity that takes place every week on
Wednesday, and solely run and operated by women.
Having been in existence for a little over 15 years, the
small, yet colourful market allows women to interact,
chat, and trade without inhibitions.

Timings: Every Wednesday, morning to evening
Location: Ibra | Governorate: Al Shargiyah

FANJA SOUQ

Fanja Sougq, located in the village of Fanja in Oman,
is a traditional marketplace that embodies the rich
cultural heritage and vibrant local commerce of the
region. Fanja is situated in the Wilayat of Bidbid, in
the Al Dakhiliyah Governorate, approximately 70
kilometers from Muscat, the capital of Oman.

The souq is known for its authentic Omani
atmosphere, offering a wide range of goods that
reflect the local culture and lifestyle. Visitors can find
traditional Omani handicrafts, pottery, textiles, and
jewelry, alongside agricultural products like dates,
honey, and spices. The marketplace is a hub for local
farmers and artisans to sell their products, making it
an excellent place to experience the genuine flavors
and craftsmanship of Oman.

IN OMAN

Government Museums

Oman Across Ages Museum

Oman Across Ages Museum, a brand-new national
Museum was inaugurated on 13th March 2023 by His
Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik in the Wilayat of
Manah, the Governorate of Al Dakhiliyah.

The museum highlights the unique character of

the Sultanate of Oman, its ancient history and, it’s
renaissance, which keeps gaining grounds locally and
internationally.

The idea of the museum’s design was derived from the
shape of the Omani rocks and Al Hajar Mountains range.
The unique design reflects the Omani environment and
also integrates the Omani environment through the stones
used in its construction and its trees.

The area dedicated to permanent exhibits alone is 9,000
square meters, and some of the galleries rise more than
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MUSEUMS

20 meters. This provides the latitude and the room needed
to produce something truly spectacular, appropriate for
Oman’s rich history, both physically and figuratively.

The museum halls take the visitor around on a narrative
journey through time, starting from the late prehistoric
eras until the present day. The permanent exhibition
wings are divided into two: The History Gallery and the
Renaissance Gallery.

The History Gallery show cases historical eras, namely,
the geological formation of the Land of Oman, the Stone
Age, represented by the wing of the Early settlers, the
Bronze Age, represented by the wing of the Civilization
of Magan, the Iron Age, represented by the wing of

the Kingdom of Oman, in addition to pavilions titled
“Embracing Islam”, the “Al Ya’ariba Dynasty” and the
“Al Busaidi Dynasty”.

Opening hours: Throughout the year:
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The Renaissance Gallery was designed with an open
space with gigantic columns in the centre which form
an interactive space for the state of the art audio-visual
display presentation that deals with the first five years
of the blessed renaissance, exploring various aspects of
social, economic, industrial, and political transformation
experienced by Oman

Knowledge Centre is divided into three floors targeting
all segments of society. It occupies a total area of 6000
sqm. The second floor include the Library of Hisn

Al Shomoukh, which was transferred from Hisn Al
Shomoukh to Oman Across Ages Museum. The library
contains more than 46,000 titles in various areas of
knowledge and it is equipped with devices that allow
researchers to access their desired titles and reference
books in hard copy and digital copy.

Section Saturday — Thursday Friday

Main Gate
Knowledge Center
Museum Facilities

09:00 am - 09:00 pm

09:00 am - 09:00 pm

10:00 am - 09:00 pm (During Ramadan) | 09:00 am - 09:00 pm (During Ramadan)

Museum Exhibition Halls | - ooam- 03:00 pm

1:30pm - 07:00 pm

10:00 am - 05:00 pm (During Ramadan) | 1:30pm - 07:00 pm (During Ramadan)

The museum is closed on the first day of Eid al-Fitr and
Eid al-Adha.

Location: Manah- Al Dakhiliyah Governorate.
Contact: 25202000

Email: oaam@rca.gov.om

WWW.0aam.om
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Admission Fee:
Citizens and citizens of GCC countries | | OMR
Residents 2 OMR
Tourists 5 OMR
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Location:

Old Muscat, Al Saidiya St,

Muscat Governorate.
Tel.: (00968) 22081500

Location:

Ministries district, Al Khuwair,

Muscat Governorate.
Tel.: (00968) 92147569
Email: nhm@mbht.gov.om

Location:

Bait Al Falaj area, Darsait district,
Wilayat Muttrah, Muscat Governorate.

Tel.: (00968) 24312655

MUSEUMS

THE NATIONAL MUSEUM

A recent addition to Oman Cultural institutions, The National
Museum was opened in July, 2016. As a national institution with
global outreach, the museum is dedicated to ensuring that Oman’s
cultural heritage is understood and appreciated not only within the
Sultanate, but also internationally.

The museum is located in the heart of Muscat. There are 14
permanent galleries — The Land and the People Gallery, Maritime
History Gallery, Arms and Armour Gallery, Aflaj Gallery, Currency
Gallery, Prehistory and Ancient History Galleries, Splendours of
Islam Gallery, Oman and the World Gallery, Intangible Heritage
Gallery and Renaissance Gallery, among others.

Timings:

Hours Days

10:00 am - 05:00 pm | Saturday - Thursday
02:00 - 06:00 PM Friday

# last entry is 1 hour before closing time

NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM

The Natural History Museum was opened on 30 December 1985; it’s located
in the Ministries district in Al Khuwair area. The museum shows the diversity
of the Omani environment features through exhibits of topography, geology,
plants, insects, wild animals and marine creatures. The museum has a lot of
information that can’t be find in the books. The Museum consists of stuffed
animals that are rarely found in the wild as types and species living in Oman
land, and skeletons of marine creatures, birds and reptiles lived in Omani
environment and died naturally.

Timings:

Hours Days

8:00 am - 1:30 pm Sunday - Thursday

9:00 am - 1:00 pm Saturday

The museum is closed on Fridays

SULTAN ARMED FORCES MUSEUM
The museum was opened in 1988 in the bait Al Falaj historical Fort which
was built in 1845, after its restoration and renovation and by the Royal order
it was converted to Sultan Armed Forces Museum. Containing excellent
displays of Omani weaponry and military hardware, the Sultan’s Armed
Forces Museum also has a comprehensive depiction of the country’s warfare
history, from the medieval ages to the modern era.
Timings:

Hours Days

8:00 am to 1:30pm | Sunday - Thursday

10:00 am to 5:00 pm | Saturday

Friday: closed




MUSEUMS

Location:
Shatti Al Qurum, Muscat, Muscat Governorate.
Tel.: (00968) 24 605368

THE CURRENCY MUSEUM

The museum was opened in 1999; it is a section in the
Central Bank of Oman, which exhibit the history of
currency used in Oman since ancient times. The museum
is located in the Central Bank of Oman building in Ruwi
district, Muscat Governorate.

MUSCAT GATE MUSEUM
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THE CHILDREN’'S MUSEUM

It was opened in 14/11/1990 during the Sultanate’s
celebration of the 20th National Day. It contains two
separate domes: the big dome (science dome) contains
the museum’s objects like scientific devices and exhibits,
illustrative drawings and signboards, and the small dome
(administration) contains the administrative offices and
other facilities. Spread across 10,000 square feet, the
Children’s Museum is a favourite amongst children of
all ages, and simplifies the wonders and mysteries of
science in a playful environment that is engaging as it is
fun, even for adults!

Timings:

Hours Days
08:30 am - 01:30 pm | Saturday - Wednesday
09:00 am - 01:00 pm | Thursday

THE OMANI FRENCH MUSEUM

The museum was opened on 29/1/1992, to highlight

the historical relations between Oman and France. The
building which was known as (Bait Fransa) was selected
to be the location of the museum because of its historical
and symbolism value as a residence of the French
Consulate between 1896 and 1920, which was a grant
from the Sultan Faisal bin Turki to the first Consul of
France in Muscat in 1896

Location:
Muscat City behind Al Alam Palace,
Muscat Governorate.

Location:

The Central Bank of Oman building in
Ruwi district, Muscat Governorate.
Tel.: (00968) 24777575

The museum was built in 1995 and was opened in 2001. Its located in the
entrance of Muscat city between the old Muttrah neighborhood and the Location:

old city of Muscat, there is a large archway that houses the Muscat Gate.
The small museum displays photographs and information on the history

Al Saidiya Street, Muscat,
Muscat Governorate.

of this once-walled city, whose gates were once locked before sundown
every night—supposedly as a safety precaution. Great place to learn the

histories before visiting the old city.
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Location:

Al-Baleed Archeological Park, Salalah,
Dhofar Governorate.

Tel.: (00968) 23388344, 23388388, 23388304

Location:
Wilayat Sur, South Al Sharqiyah Governorate.
Tel.: (00968) 25742032

MUSEUMS

LAND OF FRANKINCENSE MUSEUM

One of the most prominent cultural and heritage tourist
destination in the Sultanate of Oman in general and

in the Dhofar Governorate in particular, The Land of
Frankincense is located in Al Baleed Archaeological
Park, one of the World Heritage sites (UNESCO) in
Oman. The Museum offers panoramic access to the
history of Oman and its different regions through the
ages and the cultural and archaeological evidence of
the Omani heritage displayed in the History Hall. The
contents of the Maritime Hall show the vocabulary of
the marine environment, mastery in shipbuilding, the
skill of sailing operations, maritime trade and important
historical joints about Oman’s relationship with the sea.
The museum provides visitors and researchers with

an opportunity to learn about Oman through its long
history and maritime heritage

Timings:

Hours Days

9:00 am - 7:00 pm Sunday - Thursday

3:00 pm - 7:00 pm Friday and Saturday

FATAH AL-KHAIR CENTRE

The Center was opened on 1st November 2021, it’s
located in Wilayat Sur. The Center exhibits the collection
of Al-Arouba Sports Club showcasing the social and
seafaring legacy of Sur as manifested in rich selection

of artifacts collected and donated by the people of Sur,
offering compelling stories about the maritime history
of the city of Sur and its people. The Center includes 5
maritime and heritage halls, and display of the famous
Fatah Al-Khair ship and seven other traditional boats.

Timings:

Hours Days

8:00 am - 1:30 pm Sunday - Thursday

9:00 am - 5:00 pm Friday - Saturday

o i (34
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Private Museums and -
Heritage Houses =

Private Museums and Heritage Houses are valuable individual contributions to
exhibit many objects and treasures of folklore and national heritage that play a vital
role in the preservation-of Oman’s national heritage.

BAIT AL ZUBAIR MUSEUM

The house is owned by Al Zubair bin Ali, who built it
in 1914 as a residence for him. In 16/12/1995 the house
was rebuilt in the same original style in order to be an
Omani heritage museum. Bait Al Zubair is a private
museum that opened its beautifully carved wooden
doors to the public, dicated to showcasing important
ethnographic artefacts that reflect the highly specialized
skills and rich cultural heritage of Oman’s society, Bait
Al Zubair also displays outstanding private collections
of the Al Zubair family, inclusive of information about
the Al Busaidi dynasty, with magnificent examples

of khanjars (Omani dagger), traditional swords and

Lot g firearms, ancient jewellery, and male and female attire.

Al Saidiya Street, Old Muscat | Muscat Governorate. Timings:
Tel.: (00968) 22084700

9:00 am - 5:00 pm Sunday - Thursday

Friday: Closed

BAIT ADAM MUSEUM:

Located in Madinate Al Sultan Qaboos, Next to the
Arab Open University. Small in its area, yet large

in the quality and diversity of its artefacts, the Bait
Adam museum is a treasure-trove of Omani antiquity,
reflecting on the country’s rich past, and takes visitors
into 5000 years of the Sultanate’s history. The museum
is considered to be the holder of one of the finest coin
collections of Oman and its dominions.

Timings:
Hours Days
Location: 9:00 am - 5:00 pm Sunday - Thursday

Madinat Sultan Qaboos, Muscat | Muscat Governorate. -
Tel.: (00968) 99356676 10:00 am - 5:00 pm | Saturday and Friday
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Location:

Corniche of Muttrah | Muscat Governorate.
Tel.: (00968) 24711640

Location:

Wilayat Salalah, Dhofar Governorate.
Tel.: (00968) 92440554

Fax: (00968) 23201676

Fees:
Class

Children 9 years and under / People of
physically challenged

Omani, Gulf nationals, and Residents

Educational institutions and
associations

MUSEUMS

PLACE AND PEOPLE MUSEUM:

This museum is concerned by introducing the Omani
heritage, culture and traditions, which tells the story of
the Omani people who witnessed the transition to the
Renaissance Era (1950-1975 CE). The museum has
three sections: The Old House, Clothes Museum and
Modern Art Museum.

Timings:

9:00 am - 05:00 pm Saturday to Sunday

including all public holidays

DHOFAR PRIVATE MUSEUM

Opened in 2025, the exterior of the museum building

is designed in the traditional architectural style of

the region (Old Salalah), with careful attention to the
interior design, which features handcrafted ceilings and
floors made of old wood.

The Dhofar Private Museum consists of a two floors
that is divided into four environmental themes (coastal —
urban — rural — desert), in addition to 14 diverse sections
including:

» The Civilization of Sumhuram, Al-Baleed, Omani
Personality, Architectural Heritage, Handicrafts,
Carpentry and Arts, The Fishing Profession,
Agricultural Crops, Dhofari Cuisine and
Traditional Dress, Weapons and Coins, A Special
Section for Documents and Old Photographs.

Timings:
Hours Days
09:00 am - 01:30 pm
04:00 pm - 07:00 pm
04:00 pm - 7:30 pm | Friday

Saturday to Thursday
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GENERATION CONTINUITY MUSEUM 19 i SLILlelieael S i,
. . - . . R 7 § The museum exhibits the biography of the founder
It was established by Salim Al Amari in honor of his ‘ . .
. . . Ahmed Bin Norook. The museum consists of documents
late mother to showcase her biography in collecting and

. . o gallery, Ahmed Bin Norook gallery, Izza gallery, the royal
presc?rvmg'am‘fact.s. She was famous for her distinctive gallery and the world gallery. It displays a collection of
?raft;ng Sk:}S mhsﬂverware an(}il ,r;re ty}})les ﬁf SOId andd heritage artifacts including, rare photos, heritage furniture,
Jewelries. Also the museum exhubits other heritage an women sewing and knitting tools, old stamps, etc.
handicrafts collection such us: pottery, swords, fishing _ _ -
and agriculture tools, etc. = | =y T Timings:

Timings: = ; . Ho Days

Location: 9:00 am - 1:00 pm /

L Sohar | North Al Batinah Governorate. 4:00 pm - 6:00 pm

Location: 9:00 am - 1:00 pm Sunday - Thursday Tel.: (00968) 99339323

Wilayat Taqa | Dhofar Governorate. . b d Note: Temporarily closed for maintenance
Tel.: (00968) 99784835 Group visits can be arranged on request.

Sunday - Thursday

9:00 am - 1:00 pm Saturday

The final hall is devoted to marine life from the
1 Cretaceous period and more recent geological ages. It
MADHA MUSEUM o - I features fossils of mammals that lived in Oman between
The Museum displays a collection of archaeological = = | : 53 and.2 1 million VEaISIesolas W?H B meteorlte.,, a
: I : collection of Omani stones and minerals, and fossil

and heritage artifacts including, rock inscriptions, . R .
£ & P samples that explain how fossils are formed over time.

fossils, weapons, coins, stones, manuscripts,

i : Location:
documents, jewelries, pottery pots, and other.

Sohar | North Al Batinah Governorate
Tel.: (00968) 92524603

Thirritess Email: earthhistorymuseum4@gmail.com

Timings:

Hours EARTH HISTORY MUSEUM

Opened in 2024, the museum includes three halls:

The first is a hall for screening geological films about the | 9:00 am - 1:30 pm /
10:00 am - 4:00 pm | Friday and Saturday history of Oman’s land. 4:00 pm - 07:30 pm
The second and third halls are dedicated to geological Fees:

exhibits. The first of these showcases items from the
Paleozoic and Mesozoic eras, such as dinosaur bone
fossils, fossilized tree wood, and a diverse collection of School students:
trilobites from the Cambrian, Ordovician, and Permian
periods. It also includes a rock polished by the waves of
the ancient Tethys Ocean from the Jurassic period, and Omani Adult
formations of ophiolite rocks. Non Oman Adult:

8:00 am - 3:00 pm Sunday - Thursday

Location:
Wilayat Madha | Musandam Governorate.

Class
AMJAD OMAN MUSEUM

The museum exhibits artifacts including, daggers, swords,
traditional weapons, coins, documents and manuscripts,
ships models, fishing tools and traditional equipment’s,
traditional cloths, and other.

Below 12 years

Timings:

8:30 am - 1:00 pm All days

Location: . Advanced coordination is required for visits
Sohar | North Al Batinah Governorate. outside regular hours.

+963' Please contact
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MUSEUMS

Location:

Wilayat Sohar | North Al Batinah Governorate.

Tel.: (00968) 99199250
Note: Temporarily closed for maintenance

Location:
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ABNAA MAJAN MUSEUM

It presents the history of Suwehara city in Wilayat
Sohar, where the heritage of the people of the coast
meets with heritage of the people of the interior.

It displays diverse collections such as weapons,
coins, agricultural and heritage tools that have been
practiced and inherited over generations.

Timings:

9:30 am - 12:00 pm /

4:30 pm - 7:30 pm All days

BAIT AL-GHASHAM MUSEUM

It is an old house, which is one of the most important
monuments in the Wilayat Wadi Al-Ma’awel. It was
owned by Sayyid Mohammed bin Ahmed bin Nasser Al
Ghasham Al Busaidi, then owned by Sayyid Ahmed bin
Hilal bin Ali Al Busaidi, and recently owned and restored
by Al Ghasham Institution. The museum has many
distinctive and beautiful rooms, al subah and al sablah,
fortified rooms and observation towers, large courtyard, a
well and storage areas.

Wilayat Wadi Al-Ma’awel | South Al Batinah Governorate.

Tel.: (00968) 26781333, 9947 1007
Timings:
Hours

9:00 am - 4:00 pm Sunday - Thursday

9:00 am - 12 noon Friday

Location
Managed by
Al Maamari Tours
Website: www.almaamaritours.com € @bait-alghasham

AL HAMRA (NUMISMATIC) MUSEUM

The museum is a heritage old house that documents
the history of money in the world and displays the
various versions of notes and coins used in Oman
since 1970 until today.

Location:
Al Hamra | Al Dakhilyah Governorate.
Tel.: (00968) 99779581

Timings:

9:00 am -12 noon,

3:00 pm - 5:00 pm Saturday - Friday
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Location:
Wilayat Nizwa | Al Dakhiliyah Governorate.
Tel.: (00968) 95066933

Location:
Wilayat Al Jabal Al Akhdar | Al Dakhiliyah Governorate.
Tel.: (00968) 99460425

Location:
Wilayat Ibri | Al Dakhiliyah Governorate.
Tel.: (00968) 99251966, 91135338, 92123108

MUSEUMS

GATEWAY OF THE PAST MUSEUM

The Gateway of the Past Museum was officially opened
in 2023 within a historic house. It features nine halls

that showcase a diverse collection of archaeological

and heritage artefacts, including weaponry, coins,
manuscripts, documents, jewellery, silverware, household
utensils, pottery, copper utensils, and more.

Timings:

Hours
8:30 am - 12:30 pm
4:30 pm - 9:30 pm
7:30 am - 11:30 pm
4:30 am - 9:30 pm

Sunday - Thursday

Friday

BAIT ALSHARAF MUSEUM

Opened in 2023, the Bait Alsharaf Museum is situated
within an ancient heritage house in Al-Aqr village. It
comprises several rooms which showcase various aspects
of traditional life. For example, one room exhibits

doors that were used in the past, while another room
demonstrates the process of extracting and manufacturing
rose water, which visitors can experience during the
spring season. The museum also features a room
displaying old photos of the village and another room
exhibiting a collection of heritage items.

Timings:
Hours Days
8:00 am - 6:00 pm Saturday to Thursday

8:00 am - 11:30 pm
1:00 pm - 6:00 pm

Friday

BAIT AL MINZFA MUSEUM

Established in 2023 AD, the Bait Al Minzfa Museum
consists of two halls: the Majzi Hall and the Al-Busaidi
Hall. It presents a range of artefacts documenting and
narrating the history of human life in the Sultanate

of Oman before 1970 AD. The collection includes
palm and wooden artefacts, traditional weapons,
correspondence, historical documents, speeches, and
sermons, some of which date back over hundred and
fifty years.

Timings:

9:00 am - 1:00 pm

to Th
4:00 pm - 6:00 pm Saturday to Thursday




MUSEUMS

Location:
Wilayat Nizwa | Al Dakhiliyah Governorate.
Tel.: (00968) 97766779

Location:

Al Manzafa village in the Wilayat Ibra |
North Al Sharqiya Governorate.

Tel.: (00968) 91404784

©) @bait.alsafah
Location:
Wilayat Al Hamra - Al Dakhiliyah Governorate.
Tel.: (00968) 99010373 / 96036949
e-mail: rdsfaalabri@gmail.com
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NIZWA MUSEUM

Opened in 2023 AD, the Nizwa Museum comprises
nine halls that showcase a variety of heritage items,
such as pottery, jewellery, copper tools, palm fronds,
woodwork, and documents. The museum offers
visitors an immersive historical journey by providing
insights into Omani heritage.

Timings:
8:00 am - 10:00 pm | Saturday to Thursday

8:00 am - 11:00 pm
2:00 pm - 10:00 pm

Friday

BAIT ALDARWAZA

The museum is named after the Darwaza, which is an
arch attached upper the main gate. The museum is an old
heritage house that contain all aspects of old houses, it
has a ground and a rooftop yards, a well and kitchen. The
house was a residential and military facility, and it was
designed to allow residents and their troops to defend the
house from unexpected attacks.

Timings:

7:30 am - 1:00 pm

4:30 pm - 7:00 pm Saturday - Friday

BAIT AL SAFAH

It was opened in 2025, as it was built during the rule of
the Yaruba dynasty more than 400 years ago. It was the
headquarters of the sheikhdom of the state of Al Hamra.
The house consists of two floors divided into four halls:
The Omani kitchen hall, the dates and date molasses
production hall, the apparel hall, and the Omani council
hall. The house is a tourist attraction that reflects the
heritage and traditional Omani life.

Fees:

Class ‘ Price

Omani, Foreigner 3 OMR
10 years and under 1 OMR

Timings:

09:00 am - 05:30 pm | Saturday - Friday
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Location:
Wilayat Bidiyah | South Al Sharqiyah Governorate.
Tel.: (00968) 99350757

AL-AFIYA HERITAGE MUSEUM

It is a heritage museum that includes various heritage
collections, which displays more than three thousand
heritage objects, some of them dating back to more
than three centuries. It contains several rooms, such
as the traditional Omani majlis that made of palm
trees, traditional agricultural and irrigation tools,

and antique wooden doors. The other rooms display
a collection of ancient coins, old household tools,
weapons, pottery and other inherited heritage objects.

MUSEUMS

BIDIYAH MUSEUM

This museum specializes in exhibiting the Omani
heritage that features a collection of weaponry, coins,
paintings, artifacts, pottery, stamps and other related
items that recount the history of the Wilayat Bidiyah
in particular and the Sultanate in general.

Timings:

9:30 am — 12:30 pm/

4:00 pm - 6:00 pm All days

Timings:

10:00 am - 4:00 pm Thursday to Saturday

Location:
Wilayat Sur | South Al-Sharqiya Governorate.
Tel.: (00968) 99444373

THE OLD CASTLE MUSEUM:

Displays Omani heritage through variety of
antiquities and heritage collection such as weapons,
coins, paintings, artifacts, pottery, stamps and other
related items, which aims to present Omani history
and heritage.

Location:

Wilayat Al-Kamil and Al-Wafi |
South Al Sharqiyah Governorate.
Tel.: (00968) 93200166, 99259529
Note: Temporarily closed
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MUSEUMS

Location:

Wilayat Jaalan Bani Bu Ali |
South Al Sharqiyah Governorate.
Tel.: (00968) 93634588

vy

Hafeet Fort
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AL-HAMIDI HERITAGE MUSEUM

Established in 2023, the Al-Hamidi Heritage Museum
boasts a large exhibition hall where a wide array of
heritage items are on display. Visitors can explore
pottery, palm fronds, leather goods, Bedouin women’s
adornments, jewellery, marine tools, ancient date and
honey products, books and documents, handkerchiefs,
and old weapons.

Timings:

9:00 am - 1:30 pm
4:00 pm - 7:30 pm

Forts &

Castles

of OMAN

Oman is famous for its historic Forts and Castles, found throughout the country. These impressive structures,

located on mountaintops and in deep valleys, feature unique designs and architecture. They demonstrate the
skill and intelligence of their builders in creating strong defenses against invaders. These forts and castles
also reflect Oman’s rich heritage, showcasing its historical importance and cultural legacy.

MUSCAT

&) @muttrahfort

MUTTRAH FORT

Located on top of rocky hills, Muttrah Fort stands tall
against the sea and strong winds that waft the fragrant
memory of ships gone by, ships that once sailed these
azure waters. Built by the Portuguese in the 1580s
and was re-built by Al Ya’arubah who were the rulers
of Oman between 1624-1742, this fort dominates

the eastern end of the Muttrah Harbor, and consists
of three circular towers: a huge one sitting on the
summit and the other two are located to the west and
the north.

Tel: 97031433, 91130765, 77000909
Location: Muttrah Corniche | Governorate: Muscat
Timings:

Sun - Sat: 08:00 am - 12:00 am
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AL JALALI FORT

Built in the 1580s by the Portuguese and was re-

built by Al Ya’arubah who were the rulers of Oman
between 1624-1742, Al Jalali Fort (also known as Al
Sharqiyah Fort) is situated in old Muscat and overlooks
the stunning Sea of Oman. The fort consists of two
imposing towers connected by a wall punctuated by
holes for cannons. The building is completely isolated
and cannot be accessed from its rocky facade; instead,
there is a small bridge and stairway ending at one of the
holdouts for a safe exit.

Visitors can view the castle only from outside.

Location: Old Muscat, Muscat | Governorate: Muscat
Temporarily closed for visitors.

AL MIRANI FORT @ @almiranifort

Also known as Al Gharbiya Fort, Al Mirani Fort is
the neighboring bastion of Al Jalali Fort that renders
a marvelous spectacle of the Omani-Portuguese
architecture of the early times. Originally built by the
Portuguese and was re-built by Al Ya’arubah, who
were the rulers of Oman between 1624 and 1742.
The fort commands a sight of high rocky hills at the
end of the west wall, it can be reached by climbing

a flight of stairs carved into the rock. A large dock is
built at the base of the mountain.

Location: Old Muscat, Muscat | Governorate: Muscat
Timings:
Sun - Thu: 08:00 am - 12:00 am

QURIYAT CASTLE O @qurayyat.castle

Quriyat castle is one of the most important historical
landmarks of Muscat Governorate. Quriyat castle was
built in the 13th century AH (19th century AD) during
Al sayyid Said Bin Sultan reign. The castle features
traditional Omani architectural elements, including
thick walls, round watchtowers, and wooden doors.
Quriyat Castle served as a defensive stronghold to
protect the town and the surrounding region from
maritime attacks and local uprisings. It also functioned
as the administrative center for the region. Inside the
castle, visitors can find a mosque, living quarters,

a prison, and various rooms that were used for
administrative purposes. The castle also has a well
and storage facilities for food and water. The castle
has undergone restoration to preserve its historical and
cultural significance.

Tel: 71185740

Location: located in Al-Souq neighborhood of Wilayat
Quriyat | Governorate: Muscat
Timings:
Sun - Sat: 07:30 am - 06:00 pm

BAIT ALMAQHAM

Bait AlMagham is located in Wilayat Bawshar in
Muscat Governorate. This fortified house was known
as the Bait AIMagham due to its location in Hillat
Al-Magham in the Bawshar suburb. It was also known
as the “Grand House” because it was the largest
historical house in the neighborhood. Built in the 18th

century for Sayyida Thuraya bint Muhammad bin
Azzan Al Busaidi, this historical house showcases
traditional Omani architecture blended with military
elements, highlighting its defensive capabilities. The
house consists of three floors with a mix of irregular
and spacious rooms, some with pointed arches and
wooden ceilings. The structure has undergone several
restorations, the most recent in 2010, to maintain its
historical and architectural integrity.
Location: Bawshar | Governorate: Muscat
Timings:
Sun - Thu: 07:30 am - 02:30 pm / 03:00 pm - 06:00 pm
Fri: 09:00 am - 12 noon / 02:30 pm - 06:00 pm
Sat: 09:00 am - 01:00 pm / 2:30 pm - 06:00 pm

DHOFAR

TAQAH CASTLE

The construction of this castle dates back to the 19th
century AD. It is a rectangular building with a length
of (33.8m) and a width of (15.5m). It consists of two
floors and has two towers on the western side.

It is considered one of the most prominent historical
monuments in the Wilayat Taqah because of its vital
role as an administrative center for the affairs of the
state in the past. The Castle was used as an important
center for Government functions, in addition to being
the residence of successive governors. Tagah Castle

is characterized by its beautiful, high-level artistic
colors and its multiple windows, which are equipped
with interlocking wooden curtains and arches that look
like keyholes in their shape. It is characterized by the
collections and exhibits of crafts from various marine,
rural and desert environments.

Location: Wilayat Tagah, Salalah | Governorate: Dhofar

Timings:
Sun - Thu: 07:30 am - 02:30 pm / 03:00 pm - 06:00 pm
Fri: 09:00 am - 12 noon / 02:30 pm - 06:00 pm
Sat: 09:00 am - 01:00 pm / 2:30 pm - 06:00 pm

MIRBAT CASTLE

Mirbat Castle is one of the prominent historical
landmarks in the Wilayat Mirbat. The total area of the
Fort is 467 square meters and its height is 12 meters.
The building consists of two floors and contains two
towers, one in the southwest corner and the other in
the southeast corner.

This Castle has played active defensive and
administrative roles throughout history, and this fort
was used as a state administration center. It was also
the residence of many governors and officials.

The Castle was renovated last in 1992-1993 AD
Location: Wilayat Mirbat | Governorate: Dhofar
Timings:

Sun - Thu: 07:30 am - 02:30 pm / 03:00 pm - 06:00 pm
Fri: 09:00 am - 12 noon / 02:30 pm - 06:00 pm
Sat: 09:00 am - 01:00 pm / 2:30 pm - 06:00 pm

|

SADAH CASTLE

Sadah Castle is located in the Wilayat Sadah, and it is
considered the last eastern fortification of the Dhofar




coast. It was used to protect the region during wars.
It is mentioned that it was built during the reign of
Sayyid Tayimur bin Fasial (1332-1351 AH/ 1913-
1932 AD), and its importance increased during the
reign of Sultan Said bin Taimur (1351). -1390 AH /
1932-1970 AD).

The Castle consists of three floors: The first floor
includes Al-Barza (it is a reception council in which
people’s cases are decided by the governor, the judge,
and the notables of the region). The second floor was
used as a residence for the governor, while the third
floor includes wings and a tower used by the soldiers.

The Castle was restored in 1991 AD

Location: Wilayat Sadah | Governorate: Dhofar
Timings:
Sun - Thu: 07:30 am - 02:30 pm / 03:00 pm - 06:00 pm
Fri: 09:00 am - 12 noon / 02:30 pm - 06:00 pm
Sat: 09:00 am - 01:00 pm / 2:30 pm - 06:00 pm

Image Source: Www.tripadvisor.com

BURJ AL-ASKAR © @Burj_alaskar

Burj Al-Askar, also known as Al-Askar Fort, is a
historic fort located in the Dhofar region of Oman.
This fort is an integral part of Oman’s rich architectural
heritage, which showcases a blend of traditional
techniques, locally sourced materials, and intricate
designs. The fort dates back to the 19th century, a
period marked by significant fort construction in
Oman for defensive purposes. Traditional Omani forts,
including Burj Al-Askar, often have hidden passages,
towers, and intricate carvings on doors and windows.
These features not only served functional purposes
but also showcased the craftsmanship and aesthetic
sensibilities of the time.
Tel: 91121999
Timings: 08.00 am -12.00 am

KHASAB CASTLE

Khasab Castle was constructed over the ruins of
the old Portuguese Castle that was erected in the
17th century to keep a watchful eye on the Strait of
Hormuz. A short walk away is the smaller Kamazrah
Castle, which has spectacular mountain views from its
battlements.
Location: Khasab | Governorate: Musandam
Timings:
Sun - Thu: 07:30 am - 02:30 pm / 03:00 pm - 06:00 pm
Fri: 09:00 am - 12 noon / 02:30 pm - 06:00 pm
Sat: 09:00 am - 01:00 pm / 2:30 pm - 06:00 pm

BUKHA CASTLE

Bukha Castle, located in the Musandam Peninsula

of Oman, is a historical fortress that dates back to

the 16th century. Situated strategically overlooking
the Gulf of Oman, it served as a defensive structure
against invading forces and pirates. The castle features
traditional Omani architectural elements, including
thick walls, watchtowers, and narrow windows
designed for archers. Its elevated position offers
panoramic views of the surrounding area, making it a
significant historical and touristic site. Today, Bukha
Castle stands as a testament to Oman’s rich heritage
and its historical importance in maritime defense.

ALKAMAZRAH CASTLE

The Castle is located on flat land in Haret Al Kamazra
in the Wilayat Khasab. Its construction dates back
to the era of Faisal bin Turki in 1898 AD. Local
materials like sarooj (water-resistant mortar), stones,
and clay were used in its construction. The Castle is
a square-shaped building with two circular towers
located on opposite corners, connected by a wall that
reaches a height of three and a half meters. Inside the
Castle, there are some residential rooms, in addition
to the presence of special rooms for ammunition

and weapons. There is a well in the middle of the
courtyard of the Castle.

The Castle was restored in the years 2005-2006 AD.
Location: Al-Kamazara | Governorate: Musandam
Timings:

Sun - Thu: 07:30 am - 02:30 pm / 03:00 pm - 06:00 pm
Fri: 09:00 am - 12 noon / 02:30 pm - 06:00 pm
Sat: 09:00 am - 01:00 pm / 2:30 pm - 06:00 pm

DIBBA CASTLE

The castle dates back to the pre-Islamic era, with
subsequent renovations and enhancements during

the Islamic period, particularly under the rule of the
Portuguese in the 16th century. Dibba Castle served as
a military stronghold, guarding the coastline against
invasions and controlling trade routes in the Gulf

of Oman. Dibba Castle features traditional Omani

architectural elements, including thick stone walls,
round towers, and battlements designed for defense.
Its strategic location offers panoramic views of the
surrounding area, which was crucial for monitoring
and controlling naval movements. Visitors to Dibba
Castle can explore its well-preserved structure,
including its towers and walls, while enjoying the
stunning views of the surrounding landscape

Location: Al-Bayaa area in Wilayat Dibba |
Governorate: Musandam
Timings:
Sun - Thu: 07:30 am - 02:30 pm / 03:00 pm - 06:00 pm
Fri: 09:00 am - 12 noon / 02:30 pm - 06:00 pm
Sat: 09:00 am - 01:00 pm / 2:30 pm - 06:00 pm

NORTH AL BATINAH

SOHAR FORT

Sohar Fort, overlooking the Sea of Oman, was built
in the 7th century AH/13 AD or 8 AH/14 AD. It is a
rectangular building in white color with four bastions,
one of which does not have openings for cannons,
while the other three bastions are semi-circular with

a number of cannons. The Fort also has a high tower
consisting of three floors and a number of water wells.

Sohar Fort in terms of architectural composition is
considered a fortress, and the Fort has been used
throughout different times as a center of political and
administrative authority and military leaders. The Fort
was renovated at different times, the last of which was
during the prosperous era (1983-1985 AD), and turned
into a museum for the history of Sohar.
Location: Sohar | Governorate: North Al Batina
Timings:
Sun - Thu: 07:30 am - 02:30 pm / 03:00 pm - 06:00 pm
Fri: 09:00 am - 12 noon / 02:30 pm - 06:00 pm
Sat: 09:00 am - 01:00 pm / 2:30 pm - 06:00 pm




Image Source: www.castles.nl
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AL KHABOURAH CASTLE altorathi cafe
Al-Khaboura Castle is 53 meters long and 24 meters
wide and is surrounded by high walls built of mud
bricks. The Castle was used as the seat of government
and management of state affairs due to its strategic
location. Al-Khaboura Castle consists of several
rooms, including rooms for guards, rooms for visitors,
a room for storing foodstuffs and weapons, and two
rooms for the governor’s residence.

The Castle has two towers, one of them is circular
in shape with a diameter of 7.5 meters, in the
southeastern corner, and there is a rectangular tower
or bastion with a width of 7.5 meters located in the
circular corner.

The main entrance of the Castle is located on the
northern side, with two cannons at the entrance, the
Castle was last renovated in 1994 AD.
Phone: 90611051
Location: Al Khaboura | Governorate: North Al Batinah
Timings:
08.00 am —01.00 am

AL SUWAIQ CASTLE

Al Suwaiq Castle, located in the coastal town of
Suwaiq in the Al Batinah Region of Oman, is a
prominent historical fortress with deep roots in the
country’s rich heritage.

Constructed in the 18th century, it played a crucial
role during the Al Busaid dynasty. It served as

both a defensive stronghold and an administrative
center, reflecting its dual importance in military and
governance affairs. The castle’s location along the
coast made it a vital point for protecting the region
from potential sea invasions and controlling maritime
activities.

Al Suwaiq Castle exhibits typical Omani fortification
architecture, characterized by its robust structure, tall
watchtowers, and fortified walls. The castle includes
several distinctive features such as large wooden
doors, intricate carvings, and strategically placed
openings for archers.
Location: Al Suwaiq | Governorate: North Al Batinah
Timings:
Sun - Thu: 07:30 am - 02:30 pm / 03:00 pm - 06:00 pm
Fri: 09:00 am - 12 noon / 02:30 pm - 06:00 pm
Sat: 09:00 am - 01:00 pm / 2:30 pm - 06:00 pm

SOUTH AL BATINAH

ALHAZM CASTLE

The Hazm Castle is a marvel of the architectural
prowess of its builders, and is a vivid example of
Islamic constructional masterpieces. Built in 1711 by
Imam Sultan Bin Saif the 2nd, the Hazm Castle has

an extensive network of tunnels and dungeons. The
colossal wooden doors are intricately carved, and have
receptacles for pouring boiling oil or date honey on
intruders. Set on the banks of a wadi, this building is a
great place to explore.

Location: Enroute to Rustaq from Muscat /
20km from Rustaq | Governorate: South Al Batinah
Timings:

Sun - Thu: 07:30 am - 06:00 pm
Fri: 09:00 am - 06:00 pm

NAKHAL FORT © @Nakhal_fort

Nestled amongst the lush palm orchards of Wilayat
Nakhal in the governorate of South Al Batinah,
Nakhal Fort is one of the most prominent of historical
monuments in Oman. This immense fortification holds
a commanding position in the town with stunning
views of the wadi and green plantations. The most
interesting aspect of Nakhal Fort is that it seems to
have been constructed with no particular architectural
plan; built around an irregularly shaped rock, the rock
has become a part of the building itself.
Phone : 98888990
Location: Wilayat Nakhal /120km from Muscat |
Governorate: South Al Batinah
Timings:
Sun - Sat: 08:00 am - 10:00 pm

RUSTAQ FORT

Rustaq Fort has a rich history that dates back to
pre-Islamic times, with significant renovations and
expansions occurring in the 17th century under the
Al Yaruba dynasty. The fort served as the capital of
Oman during the reign of Imam Nasir bin Murshid Al
Ya’arubi. It was a crucial defensive stronghold and
played a pivotal role in protecting the region against
invasions and maintaining internal stability.

Rustaq Fort is a magnificent example of traditional
Omani military architecture. The fort features
multiple layers of defensive walls, several towers, and
battlements. Its massive structure includes a maze of
rooms, halls, courtyards, and secret passages. Notable

features include the Burj Al Riah (Wind Tower),
which was used for surveillance and signaling, and the
various wells and water systems that ensured the fort
could withstand long sieges.
Location: Rustaq | Governorate: Al Batinah South
Timings:
The Fort is currently closed due to maintenance and
restoration work

BARKA CASTLE

Barka is famed in Omani history for being the site
of the ousting of the Persians by Ahmed Bin Said
in 1747. Having been renovated in the 1980s, the
Castle has four towers, one of which has an unusual
octagonal structure. The Castle renders an excellent
view of the sea and its surrounding areas.

Location: Barka | Governorate: South Al Batinah

Timings:
Sun - Thu: 07:30 am - 06:00 pm
Fri: 09:00 am 06:00 pm

LN

AL MUSANAAH CASTLE

Built in the 17th century during the end period of

Al Yaruba dynasty and beginning of Al Busaidi

period 1033-1153 AH (1624-1741 AD), marked by
significant fortification efforts across Oman. The castle
served as a defensive bastion against invasions and
internal conflicts, illustrating its importance in the
military history of the region. It also functioned asan
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administrative center, overseeing the surrounding
area’s governance and trade.

Al Musanaah Castle showcases traditional Omani

fort architecture, characterized by its robust and
imposing structure. The castle features thick defensive
walls, circular watchtowers, and strategically placed
battlements. Inside, the castle comprises numerous
rooms, halls, and courtyards designed for both
residential and military purposes. Its architecture
reflects the blend of functionality and aesthetic
considerations typical of Omani Castles.

Location: Al Musana’a | Governorate: South Al Batinah
Timings:
The castle is currently closed due to maintenance and
restoration work
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BAIT AL NUMAN CASTLE

A fortified stronghold in the Wilayat of Barka,
constructed by Imam Saif bin Sultan Al Ya’rubi
between 1692 and 1711 AD, It is a square-shaped
building with two floors and circular towers at each
corner, each of which consists of three floors. This
stronghold continued to be used as a rest house for
prominent figures and dignitaries traveling from
Muscat to Rustaq until a few decades ago. Bait
al-Nu’man Fort was renovated several times. Imam
Ahmed bin Said al-Busaidi fortified it between

1749 and 1783, a century after its construction. He
reinforced its walls and added two defensive towers
along a diagonal line, giving the guards the ability
to fire in all directions. Thus, the building was
transformed from a rural house into a fortified castle.
From this height, visitors can enjoy views of the
surrounding palm oasis, the Sawadi Islands in the sea,
and the distant mountains.

Location: Barka | Governorate: South Al Batinah
Timings:

Week days: From 06:00 am to 06:00 pm
Holidays: From 07:30 am to 02:30 pm
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AL AWABI CASTLE

The Wilayat of Al Awabi is located in Al hajar Al
Gharbi near Nakhal, waadi al Maawil, Al Jabal Al
Akhdhar and Wilayat of Rustaq. It is 150 km from the
capital.

Dating back to the early 19th century, it was built to
protect the road leading to Wadi Bani Kharous in Al
Awabi State and the old hiking trails leading to the
Green Mountain. The castle is characterized by its
impressive architecture and strategic positioning with
beautiful view of the surroundings.

Location: Al Awabi | Governorate: South Al Batinah
Timings:
Week days: From 06:00 am to 06:00 pm
Holidays: From 07:30 am to 02:30 pm

AL MANSOUR CASTLE

Located in the village of Al Mansour in the Wilayat
of Rustag, it was built by Imam Said, son of Imam
Ahmed bin Said Al Busaidi. It is a cultural landmark
and an architectural masterpiece. dates back to the
early nineteenth century. Mansour Castle consists of
three floors, the castle was built entirely from Omani
mortar and mountain pebbles, with its ceilings made
of kendal wood. All of the fort’s doors, windows, and
walls are decorated with exquisite Islamic inscriptions.
Passing in front of the castle is a falaj called Falaj

Al Mansour. It still flows, irrigating the palm groves
surrounding the castle. It used to provide water for the
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castle residents. Also located on the western side of the
fort is a “tarkaba,” a cooking area within the wall of the
Mabsali palm grove

Location: Rustaq | Governorate: South Al Batinah
Timings:
From 06:00 am to 06:00 pm

AL BURAIMI

AL KHANDAQ CASTLE

Constructed in the 19th century, during the reign of
Sultan Said Bin Sultan, Al Khandaq Castle has a rich
history tied to the defense and governance of the

Al Buraimi region. Its name, “Khandaq,” meaning
“moat,” reflects its defensive purpose. The castle was
a critical military stronghold, safeguarding the area
against invasions and serving as a center for local
administration and authority.

The architecture of Al Khandaq Castle exemplifies
traditional Omani fortification design, characterized by
its robust and functional structure. The castle features
thick defensive walls, watchtowers, and a moat that
enhances its defensive capabilities. The layout includes
various rooms, halls, and courtyards, designed to
accommodate both residential and military functions.

Location: Al Buraimi, from the Market Square |
Governorate: Al Buraimi
Timings:
Sun - Thu: 07:30 am - 02:30 pm / 03:00 pm - 06:00 pm
Fri: 09:00 am - 12 noon / 02:30 pm - 06:00 pm
Sat: 09:00 am - 01:00 pm / 2:30 pm - 06:00 pm

Please contact info@synergyoman.com
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AL HILLAH CASTLE

Being the backdrop to Al Buraimi’s market square, Al
Hillah castle was built in the 18th century during the
reign of Saif Bin Sultan (the second).

The architecture of Al Hillah Castle is a fine example
of traditional Omani fort construction. The castle
features sturdy defensive walls, watchtowers, and
intricately carved wooden doors. Inside, the castle
includes various rooms, halls, and courtyards designed
for residential, administrative, and defensive purposes.
A staircase leading to the roof gives a panoramic view
of the town, the market, and the neighbouring Al
Khandaq Castle.

Location: Al Buraimi, next to Al Buraimi Market
Governorate: Al Buraimi
Timings:
Sun - Thu: 07:30 am - 02:30 pm / 03:00 pm - 06:00 pm
Fri: 09:00 am - 12 noon / 02:30 pm - 06:00 pm
Sat: 09:00 am - 01:00 pm / 2:30 pm - 06:00 pm

AL DAKHILIYAH

JABREEN CASTLE e;-“) @jabreencastleofﬁcial

Standing proud for more than 300 years since

its inception in 1692, Jabreen Castle is one of

the country’s most fascinating and awe-inspiring
buildings, full of amazing details, intricate frescoes,
and elaborate inscriptions that distinguish it from the
Sultanate’s other castles. Built as the palace of Imam
Bil Arab Bin Sultan Al Ya’rubi, and housing his final
resting place, Jabreen Castle is an authentic expression
of Omani craftsmanship. From the top, the views of
the Al Hajar foothills render stunning photographic
opportunities for the visitor.

Phone: 94495594

Location: Jabrin, 20km from Bahla
Governorate: Al Dakhiliyah

Timings: (daily): from 07:30 am to 10:00 pm

Tips: Make sure to check out Jabreen Castle’s most famous
rooms: The Sun & Moon Room, which was used by the Imam for
discussions and consultations, and The Imam Protection Room,
which the Imam’s soldiers used to hide in when he was meeting
someone he did not trust. Both rooms are adorned with beautiful
Islamic calligraphy and motifs.
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NIZWA FORT

Considered to be the largest of its kind on the
Arabian Peninsula, the Nizwa Fort towers above its
surroundings, standing as a reminder of the important
status that the city of Nizwa once held as the Islamic,
political and cultural capital of Oman. Built over

a span of 12 years by Imam Sultan Bin Saif Al
Ya’rubi in the middle of the 17th century on top of
the remains of a 9th century castle, this enormous
fort features a huge central tower which has an outer
diameter of 43 meters. Access to the tower is through
a series of narrow corridors and dark, dingy staircases
that are guarded by thick, spiked wooden doors.

Location: Wilayat Nizwa | Governorate: Al Dakhiliyah
Timings:
Sun - Thu: 08:00 am to 08:00 pm
Fri: 08:00 am-12:00 pm / 01:00 pm - 08:00 pm
Tips: View Nizwa Fort's exhibition hall that contains information

regarding the history of the fort, its construction and architecture,
to fully appreciate the status of this important building.

BAHLA FORT © @bahla_fort_om

Bahla Fort was inscribed as a UNESCO World
Heritage Site in 1987 due to its historical importance
and unique architectural features. Built before Islamic
period, the fort was expanded during the period of
Banu Nebhan tribe, who ruled the area in the 13th
century. Bahla was an important center for trade

and commerce, and the fort served as a defensive
stronghold to protect the town and its inhabitants.

The fort is built of mud bricks and is surrounded by
a wall with watchtowers and battlements. Numerous
towers and bastions are strategically placed around
the fort, offering panoramic views of the surrounding
area and serving as lookout points. The Fort has
several buildings inside, including a mosque, a well,
and living quarters.

Location: Wilayat Bahla | Governorate: Al Dakhiliyah
Timings:
Sun - Sat: 08:00 am - 07:00 pm

AL DHAHIRAH

IBRI CASTLE

Built more than 400 years ago, the Ibri Castle stands at
the site of utmost prominence in the city of Ibri, where
merchants travelling between different regions of the
Arabian Peninsula stopped to trade their goods. The
area today has become home to the bustling Ibri Souq,
which is full of traditional handicrafts and silverware.
The Castle contains an old mosque, characterized by
its roof made of compressed gravel.
Location: lbri | Governorate: Al Dhahirah
Timings:
Sun - Thu: 07:30 am - 02:30 pm / 03:00 pm - 06:00 pm
Fri: 09:00 am - 12 noon / 02:30 pm - 06:00 pm
Sat: 09:00 am - 01:00 pm / 2:30 pm - 06:00 pm

To list your company in
TOURISM DIRECTORY
Please contact info@synergyoman.com

BAIT ALMARAH CASTLE

One of the important historical buildings in Oman, Bait
Al-Marah Castle is also known as Yanqul Castle and
located in Wilayat Yanqul in Al Dhahirah Governorate.

It is a large complex designed in a semi-rectangular
shape, and contains a mosque and a group of houses
within its wall. The Castle wall is supported by
nine towers, and due to its strategic location and the
durability of its architecture, the Castle has been
inhabited until recently.

The Castle was built 400 years ago, when the Nabhani
tribe reigned the area. The Castle was built by
Makhzoum bin Falah, a member of the Nabhani family,
at the beginning of the seventeenth century AD.

Location: Wilayat Yanqul | Governorate: Al Dhahirah
Timings:
Sun - Thu: 07:30 am - 02:30 pm / 03:00 pm - 06:00 pm
Fri: 09:00 am - 12 noon / 02:30 pm - 06:00 pm
Sat: 09:00 am - 01:00 pm / 2:30 pm - 06:00 pm

AL ARAQI CASTLE

Al Araqi Castle is located in Wilayat Ibri in the

Al Dhahirah Governorate. It is a large rectangular
Castle, divided into two parts, an eastern Castle, and
a western Castle, with a spacious yard in the middle
and containing two entrances and four towers.

The first floor includes ten rooms, two rooms in the
two round towers, and the roof of the four towers has
openings for cannons.

It is likely that the Castle was built in the early
nineteenth century AD.
Location: Wilayat Ibri | Governorate: Al Dhahirah
Timings:
Sun - Thu: 07:30 am - 02:30 pm / 03:00 pm - 06:00 pm
Fri: 09:00 am - 12 noon / 02:30 pm - 06:00 pm
Sat: 09:00 am - 01:00 pm / 2:30 pm - 06:00 pm

AL-MUNAIKH CASTLE

This Castle was built on a plateau, located in the
middle of Alayai city of Dhank, in Al Dhahirah
Governorate. This old Castle was constructed by the
Faialin tribe, who settled in the state of Dhank.

The Castle consists of two floors, with four Towers,
the most famous of which is the dome tower, which
was equipped with a cannon. It has a main gate and a
well for drinking water and storage places for weapons
and another for supplies.

Many Sheikhs of the Al-Naim tribe successively used
this Castle for residential purposes.
Location: Wilayat Dhank | Governorate: Al Dhahirah
Timings:
Sun - Thu: 07:30 am - 02:30 pm / 03:00 pm - 06:00 pm
Fri: 09:00 am - 12 noon / 02:30 pm - 06:00 pm
Sat: 09:00 am - 01:00 pm / 2:30 pm - 06:00 pm

To list your company in
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AL MAMOUR CASTLE

The Castle is located on a flat land in the midst

of palm plantations in the village of Al Maamour,
overlooking the palm plantations with large avenue in
which events are held.

The structure consists of two floors, an entrance and a
tower, and two cannons. The structure is rectangular
in shape and has a water well within. It was previously
used for defensive and residential purposes. The
Castle is constructed with clay, gravel, plaster, sarooj,
and wood.

The structure is well maintained over the years.
Location: Wilayat Ibri | Governorate: Al Dhahirah
Timings:

Sun - Thu: 07:30 am - 02:30 pm / 03:00 pm - 06:00 pm
Fri: 09:00 am - 12 noon / 02:30 pm - 06:00 pm
Sat: 09:00 am - 01:00 pm / 2:30 pm - 06:00 pm

NORTH AL SHARQIYAH

AL WASIL CASTLE

The Castle is located on plain land in the center
of the village and overlooks a group of date palm
plantations. The Castle was built by the Al-Hajarin

72

“968

‘OMAN TOURISM DIRECTORY

tribe and was mainly used to repel surprise attacks
by the mercenaries coming from outside Oman and
defend the Village.

The Castle consists of only one floor with many rooms
and has three entrances. The Castle has five restored
towers and a wall connecting them. There is an antique
market with a number of shops. Like other Castle of
the region, it is constructed with Mud, gravel, plaster,
sarooj and wood.

Location: Al-Wasil, Wilayat Bidiyah. |
Governorate: North Al Shargiyah

Working hours:
Sun - Thu: 07:30 am - 02:30 pm / 03:00 pm - 06:00 pm
Fri: 09:00 am - 12 noon / 02:30 pm - 06:00 pm
Sat: 09:00 am - 01:00 pm / 2:30 pm - 06:00 pm

BAIT AL-KHABEEB CASTLE

Bait Al-Khabeeb Castle is located in Wilayat Al-
Mudhaibi, it is an almost square-shaped building,
which includes two circular corner towers. There are
also a number of defensive fortifications, rooms, and
stores.

The Castle was constructed during the thirteenth
century AH (17th Century AD) The Castle was
renovated during the time of Sultan Faisal bin Turki in
the fourteenth century AH (18th Century AD).

Location: Wilayat Al Mudhaibi |
Governorate: North Al Shargiyah
Timings:
Sun - Thu: 07:30 am - 02:30 pm / 03:00 pm - 06:00 pm
Fri: 09:00 am - 12 noon / 02:30 pm - 06:00 pm
Sat: 09:00 am - 01:00 pm / 2:30 pm - 06:00 pm
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ALRAWDHA CASTLE

Al-Rawdah Castle is located on top of a mountain

hill, was built with the aim of defending the town and
providing protection through marine surveillance. The
Castle with a total area of 326 meters, with a length

of 24 meters and a width of 14 meters, consists of
reception rooms for guests, a storeroom, a women’s
room, a kitchen, and a main hall that is accessed
through an arched entrance that leads directly to a
rectangular hall, the walls of which are decorated with
a number of traditional decorations.

The Castle was last restored in 1989.

Location: Al-Rawdah in Samad Al-Shan,
Wilayat Al-Mudhaibi | Governorate: North Al Shargiyah
Timings:
Sun - Thu: 07:30 am - 02:30 pm / 03:00 pm - 06:00 pm
Fri: 09:00 am - 12 noon / 02:30 pm - 06:00 pm
Sat: 09:00 am - 01:00 pm / 2:30 pm - 06:00 pm

BAIT AL YAHMADI CASTLE

A fortified mud-brick mansion house. Built possibly
around 300 years ago by Hafez bin Saced Al-Maskari,
located in the suburbs of Ibra on the edge of the town’s
plantations, the structure is well maintained. The falaj
(irrigation channel) that leads under the entrance way
like a mini-moat is one of the attractive features of this
location.

FORTS & CASTLES

The house was restored in 1989 AD.
Location : Wilayat Ibra | Governorate: North Al Shargiyah
Timings:
Sun - Thu: 07:30 am - 02:30 pm / 03:00 pm - 06:00 pm
Fri: 09:00 am - 12 noon / 02:30 pm - 06:00 pm
Sat: 09:00 am - 01:00 pm / 2:30 pm - 06:00 pm

AL MINTARIB CASTLE

This Castle was built on a flat land in the middle of the
village of al-Mintreb. The Castle was built in the 13th
century AD during the reign of Bani Nabhan. It seems
that the Castle was moved from its original location

in the center of the country (Al-Nakhil) to its current
location in 815 AH / 1412 AD, the restoration work
was undertaken continuously over the years. With an
area of 900 square meters, it has high fortified walls
interspersed with small windows. In the past, this
Castle was the center of religious power in the city.

The last restoration was in 1982 AD

Location: Al-Mintreb, Wilayat Bidiyah
Governorate: North Al Shargiyah

Timings:
Sun - Thu: 07:30 am - 02:30 pm / 03:00 pm - 06:00 pm
Fri: 09:00 am - 12 noon / 02:30 pm - 06:00 pm
Sat: 09:00 am - 01:00 pm / 2:30 pm - 06:00 pm

























































































































































































































































































































